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fSroraMngs 


FIRST  SESSION. 

Adamsburg,  Westmoreland  Co.,  May  25, 1854. 

The  brethren  composing  the  Pittsburg  Synod  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  according  to  a  resolution  of  their 
last  convention  in  Freeport,  met  in  Trinity  Church,  Adams¬ 
burg,  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  morning 
of  the  25th  of  May,  1854,  and  opened  the  exercises  at  nine 
o’clock,  with  the  singing  of  a  hymn  and  prayer  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Emery. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  absentees  noted. 


The  following  is  a  full  list  of  the  present  members  of  this 
body: 


Ordained 

Ministers. 

1. 

Rev.  Abraham  Weills, . 

. . .  Washington,  Pa. 

2. 

cc 

J.  G.  Ellinger, . 

. . .  Shipp enville.  Clarion  Co. 

3. 

(C 

G.  F.  Ehrenfeld, . 

4. 

cc 

J.  G.  Young,  a . 

. .  .Redbank,  Clarion  Co. 

5. 

cc 

W.  A.  Passavant, . 

...  .Pittsburg,  Pa. 

6. 

cc 

G.  Bassler, . . 

. . .  Zelienople,  Butler  Co. 

7. 

cc 

W.  S.  Emery,  . 

. . . .  West  Newton,  Westmoreland  Co. 

8. 

cc 

A.  C.  Ehrenfeld, . 

. . . .  Worthington,  Pa. 

9. 

cc 

D.  Earhart, . 

. .  .Leechburs,  Armstrong  Co. 

10. 

cc 

S.  B.  Lawson,  r . 

11. 

cc 

S.  Weills, . 

. .  .Monongahela  City,  Washington  Co. 

12. 

cc 

J.  Fishburn, . 

. .  .Buttonville,  Canada  West. 

13. 

cc 

J.  A.  N-uner,  a  e . 

14. 

cc 

J.  B  .  Brackenridge, . 

. .  .North  Hope,  Butler  Co. 

15. 

cc 

H.  Weicksel, . 

. . . . Franklin ,  Venango  Co. 

16. 

cc 

C.  F.  Diehl,  a . 

. .  .Rupert’s  P.  0.,  Vaughan ,  C.  W. 

17. 

cc 

F.  Zimmerman, . 

. . .  Wheeling,  Va. 

18. 

cc 

Thomas  Steck, . 

. . .  Curllsville,  Clanon  Co. 

19. 

cc 

W.  P.  RuthraufF, . 

. . . .  Canton ,  Ohio. 

20. 

(( 

M.  Schweigert, . . . 

. .  .Kittanning,  Pa, 
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21.  Rev.  H.  C.  K'ahler,. . 

22. 

CC 

W.  Berkemeier,, 

23. 

<c 

M.  Valentine,?*. , 

24. 

u 

C.  Braun,  r . 

25. 

cc 

E.  Wurster,  a. . . 

26. 

cc 

L.  M.  Kuhns, . . . 

27. 

c« 

V.  L.  Conrad,  r. 

Licensed  Ministers. 

28. 

CC 

H.  Reck, . 

29. 

u 

F.  W.  Tuerk,  a. 

30. 

CC 

C.  H.  Hersh,  r  . . 

31. 

CC 

W.  H.  Wynn,  r  . 

32. 

St 

J.  H.  Brown,  r. . 

Lay  Delegates. 


1. 

Mr. 

John  Kuhns,  from  the 

charge  of  Rev. 

J.  G.  Ellinger. 

2. 

CC 

Salem  Hill, 

m 

1 

•  << 

G.  F.  Ehrenfeld. 

3. 

cc 

Thos.  H.  Lane, 

CC 

W.  A.  Passavant. 

4. 

cc 

Lewis  Roth,  - 

• 

•  << 

G.  Bassler. 

5. 

cc 

J.  M.  Miller, 

- 

cc 

W.  S.  Emery. 

6. 

a 

P.  Graff,  a 

w 

•  << 

A.  C.  Ehrenfeld. 

7. 

cc 

John  Williams,  - 

m 

cc 

D.  Earhart. 

8. 

cc 

Jacob  Horning, 

m 

•  CC 

S.  Weills. 

9. 

a 

Jacob  Snyder, 

m 

cc 

J.  Fishburn. 

10. 

cc 

Leonard  Rumbach, 

- 

•  « 

J.  B.  Brackenridge 

11. 

cc 

Carle  Meyer, 

- 

cc 

F.  Zimmerman. 

12. 

cc 

Henry  RuthraufF, 

- 

»  « 

W.  P.  RuthraufF. 

13. 

cc 

Levi  Krebbs, 

- 

cc 

M.  Schweigert. 

14. 

cc 

N.  Geyer, 

- 

(( 

H.  C.  K’ahler. 

15. 

cc 

Henry  Schild, 

m 

cc 

W.  Berkemeier. 

16. 

cc 

F.  J.  Cope,  - 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  cc 

M .  Valentine. 

17. 

cc 

Daniel  Hill, 

- 

cc 

L.  M.  Kuhns. 

IS. 

cc 

Lewis  Keen,  ~ 

- 

•  << 

H.  Reck. 

19. 

cc 

Henry  Ringle, 

- 

cc 

C.  H.  Hersh. 

a. 

Absent,  a  e.  Absent  and  excused,  r.  Received  this  session. 

The  President  now  read  his 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Beloved  Brethren-  and  Fathers  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  : — Tho 
grace  of  God  be  multiplied,  and  the  peace  of  Christ  extended,  and  the  sweet 
communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  abundantly  shed  upon  you  all — amen. 

In  a  well  directed  chain  of  God’s  wise  providence,  our  hearts  are  once 
more  cheered  by  the  sweet  privilege  of  again  meeting  each  other  in  the  flesh 
in  synodical  capacity  ;  but  our  rejoicings  are  mingled  with  the  bitter  bereave¬ 
ments  of  death,  that  has  sent  his  fatal  darts  into  our  ranks,  in  which  our 
hearts,  though  saddened,  are  called  to  acquiesce. 
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I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you,  the  business  acts  that  have  come 
under  my  noting  during  the  official  year. 

I.  Advice. 

On  the  29th  of  July  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Rev.  W.  P.  RuthraufF,  directing 
his  attention  to  the  unfinished  business  of  his  papers.  I  have  received  no 
answer:  I  learn,  however,  that  the  papers  from  his  church  are  now  here. 

On  the  9th  of  February  I  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  L.  M.  Kuhns,  asking 
permission  to  leave  his  charge,  owing  to  a  want  of  pecuniary  support.  I 
answered  his  letter,  and  directed  such  advice  as  I  deemed  proper  to  his  con¬ 
gregation,  and  allowed  him  permission  to  leave  if  he  could  not  obtain  a  com¬ 
petent  support. 

On  the  18th  of  April  I  received  a  letter  from  father  E.  Rathbun,  request¬ 
ing  an  honorable  dismission  from  Synod,  to  unite  with  some  other  denomina¬ 
tion,  or  to  stand  independent,  as  might  suit  him.  Such  a  dismission,  I  con¬ 
ceived,  I  hacLnot  the  power  to  grant,  which  fact  I  wrote  him,  with  such  other 
advice  as  I  deemed  proper  from  the  request. 

II.  Deaths. 

On  the  13th  of  August  I  received  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
my  most  esteemed  and  tenderest  ministerial  friend,  the  Rev.  Michael  Eyster 
A.  M.  He  died  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  10th  of  August,  1853,  in  the 
fortieth  year  of  his  age,  of  chronic  Laryngitis,  at  the  residence  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  A.  J.  Turney,  in  Greensburg.  A  good  man  in  Israel  has  fallen  ; 
a  general  gloom  is  cast  over  all  the  hearts  of  Synod  of  churches  where  his 
useful  labors  had  been  exercised :  and  where  his  correct  efficient  life  was 
known  to  the  brethren,  a  deep  sympathy  was  caused. 

On  the  16th  of  December  the  Rev.  Herman  Manz  departed  this  life.  He 
was  an  amiable,  faithful,  and  most  affectionate  young  brother  in  Christ.  He 
rests  from  his  labors,  and  his  works  follow  him. 

Ill .  Removals. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  Synod,  on  personal  application,  I  gave  brother  Jo¬ 
seph  Welker  a  regular  dismissal,  as  he  was  removing  to  Lycoming  county. 

September  5th,  I  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  J.  R.  Focht,  asking  a  dismis¬ 
sion  from  Synod,  as  he  was  leaving  Ligonier  to  remove  to  the  State  of  Mary¬ 
land.  I  sent  him  a  dismission  on  the  7th  of  September. 

IV.  Calls  Accepted. 

On  the  6th  of  September  1  received  a  letter  from  brother  Hersh,  of  the 
Seminary,  informing  me  that  he  had  accepted  a  call  from  the  Salem  and  St. 
James’  congregations  in  Westmoreland  county,  and  would  commence  his  la¬ 
bors  the  1st  of  October. 

On  the  23th  of  November  I  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  S.  B.  Lawson, 
stating  that  he  had  taken  charge  of  congregations  in  Clarion  county.  He 
has  a  regular  dismission  from  the  Alleghany  Synod,  and  is  an  applicant  for 
membership  in  our  body. 
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On  the  11th  of  April  I  learned  that  the  West  Conoquenessing  German 
Charge  was  again  supplied  by  the  Rev.  father  Lachemyer. 

The  Rev.  M.  Valentine  informed  me  on  the  21st  of  April,  that  he  had  ac¬ 
cepted  a  call  from  the  Greensburg  charge. 

V.  Licensure. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  the  Southern  Conference,  after  an  examination, 
recommended  Bro.  C.  H.  Hersh  for  licensure.  I  accordingly  licensed  him 
ad  interim ,  in  Christ’s  Church,  Greensburg,  after  an  interesting  sermon  by 
Bro.  H.  Reck. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Wynn,  of  Wit¬ 
tenberg  College,  enclosing  a  recommendation  of  the  Southern  Conference, 
for  ad  interim  license  to  the  President.  I  sent  him  a  certificate  of  license  on 
the  4th  of  January. 

VI.  New  Congregations. 

Bro.  H.  Reck  informed  me  that  on  the  12th  of  November,  he  had  organized 
a  new  congregation  of  eleven  members  at  McKee’s  Rocks. 

VII.  Cornerstones. 

I  was  informed  that  the  cornerstone  of  the  new  Franklin  Church  was  to 
be  laid  on  the  22d  of  April,  in  Ligonier  Valley. 

VIII.  Churches  Dedicated. 

1.  September  7th,  I  received  a  letter  from  brother  Passavant,  informing 
me  that,  with  the  assistance  of  brothers  Reck  and  Tuerk,  he  had  dedicated 
a  new  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  at  McKee’s  Rocks,  six  miles 
below  Pittsburg.  It  is  a  frame  building,  tastefully  finished,  entirely  paid 
for,  and  is  called  “J/f.  Calvary  Ev.  Luth.  Church .” 

2.  Brother  J.  Fishburn,  of  Canada  West,  informed  me  that,  with  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  Bro.  Diehl,  he  dedicated  a  new  Ev.  Luth.  church  in  Markham 
Township,  C.  W.;  a  frame  building,  thirtyrfive  by  forty-five  feet,  well  fin¬ 
ished,  on  the  21st  inst. 

3.  On  the  16th  of  December  I  received  a  letter  from  brother  Tho.  Steck, 
stating  that  he  had  dedicated  the  new  Ev.  Luth  church  at  Kellersburg,  Arm¬ 
strong  county,  on  the  27th  of  November.  It  is  a  frame  building,  thirty  by 
forty  feet. 

4.  I  have  also  learned  that  the  congregation  of  Christ’s  church,  Armstrong 
county,  which  suffered  the  loss  of  their  church  by  fire,  have  again  commenc¬ 
ed  rebuilding  an  Ev.  Luth.  church,  thirty-two  by  forty-two  feet,  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  15th  of  October.  It  is  in  the  charge  of  Rev.  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld. 

For  a  full  account  of  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  our  missions,  I  refer 
you  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Missionary  President. 

IX.  Recommendations. 

The  subject  of  inadequate  pastoral  support,  and  consequent  ministerial 
changes,  in  the  present  high  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  press  so  heavily 
on  many  of  our  faithful  pastors,  that  I  cannot  recommend  the  subject  too 
carefully  to  your  serious  consideration. 


Necessity  makes  it  an  imperious  duty  to  devise  measures  whereby  this 
important  end  may  be  accomplished. 

A  meagre  support  induces  that  sore,  to  be  deprecated  by  all,  a  secularizing 
clergy— a  matter  justly  reprehended  by  the  people,  and  to  be  avoided  by  the 
church  and  her  ministry. 

No  man  can  serve  two  masters,  Christ  and  the  world,  and  it  is  equally 
ceitain  that  no  minister  can  feed  on  the  wind.  My  observation  advises  mo 
that  our  secular  ministers  are  those  whose  meagre  support  compels  them  to 
engage  in  other  callings  to  support  life,  thus  dividing  their  energies  and  in¬ 
terests,  to  make  ends  meet. 

1.  I  would  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  on  pastoral  charges , 
to  inquire  into,  advise,  and  suggest  such  arrangements  as  would  sustain 
charges  and  support  pastors  adequately,  in  order  to  secure  the  undivided  en¬ 
ergy  of  pastors,  the  best  interests  of  the  church,  and  thereby  secure,  under 
God,  the  best  prosperity  of  religion,  and  the  salvation  of  souls  :  to  report  at 
this  meeting. 

2.  I  would  also  suggest  the  importance  of  securing  parsonages. 

3.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  proposed  translation  and  pub¬ 
lication  society.  The  object  is  laudable,  if  properly  managed:  it  would  be 
well  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

4.  I  would  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  suita¬ 
ble  minute  on  the  death  of  brothers  Eyster  and  Manz  ;  that  half  an  hour  be 
set  apart  for  special  humiliation,  and  grateful  prayer  to  God,  for  his  mercy  to 
us,  while  so  many  are  fading  around  us. 

5.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  uniting  our  Home  Missionary  opera¬ 
tions,  in  some  auxiliary  manner,  to  the  general  Home  Missionary  Society  of 
the  General  Synod. 

And  now  brethren,  the  providence  of  a  faithful  God  requires  of  us  all  a 
serious  self-examination,  to  test  whether  we  are  efficient  arrows  in  the  quiv¬ 
er  of  Jehovah.  Ten  years,  well  nigh,  have  come  from  God  to  us  as  a  Synod, 
rich  in  heavenly  blessings — laden  with  precious  seasons  of  mercy,  and  sweet 
in  holy  enjoyment  of  Christian  fellowship  :  ten  years  have  watched  our  faith¬ 
fulness  as  laborers  in  the  white  rich  perishing  harvest  field  of  God.  And  well 
nigh  ten  years  have  gone  back  to  God  to  witness  for  or  against  us  at  his  bar, 
what  they  have  seen  and  heard  of  the  world  and  of  ourselves.  Our  congre¬ 
gations  are  on  the  great  sea  of  life,  by  storms  tossed,  and  wTe,  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Christ,  must  stand  at  the  helm  and  on  the  bow,  to  encourage  and  di¬ 
rect  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Bible,  this  sacred  bark  with  its  priceless 
treasures.  Let  us  be  faithful  to  the  end,  that  we  may  gain  the  crown  of  life 
eternal. 

Adamsburg,  May  25,  1854.  W.  S.  EMERY. 

The  report  was,  on  motion,  received  and  placed  among  the 
papers  of  Synod. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  now  held, 
and  resulted  as  follows: 
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Rev.  W.  S.  EMERY,  President , 

“  A.  C.  EHRENFELD,  Secretary , 

“  W.  A.  PASSAYANT,  Miss.  President , 

Mr.  C.  YEAGER,  (Pittsburg)  Treasurer. 

The  Rev.  L.  M.  Kuhns  was,  on  motion,  appointed  assist¬ 
ant  secretary. 

The  Rev.  M.  Valentine,  an  ordained  minister  from  the  Ma¬ 
ryland  Synod,  and  the  Rev.  S.  B.  Lawson,  an  ordained  min¬ 
ister  from  the  Alleghany  Synod,  having  presented  certificates 
of  honorable  dismission  from  their  respective  Synods,  were,  on 
motion,  received  as  regular  members  of  this  body. 

The  Revs.  J.  J.  Suman,  E.  Fair,  and  —  Wright,  members 
of  the  Alleghany  Synod,  H.  Ziegler,  of  the  East  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Synod,  J.  K.  Melhorn,  of  the  E.  D.  Synod  of  Ohio,  H. 
M.  Bickel,  of  the  Virginia  Synod,  and  C.  Braun  of  the  Tex¬ 
as  Synod,  were  received  at  different  periods  during  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  Synod,  as  advisory  members. 

Messrs.  A.  H.  Waters  and  Jeremiah  H.  Brown,  students  of 
Theology,  were  also  received  as  advisory  members  of  the 
Synod. 

The  papers  intended  for  Synod  were  now  called  for,  and 
having  been  handed  in,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  committees : 

Committee  No.  1.  G.  Bassler,  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld  and  Salem 

Hill. 

2.  S.  Weills,  S.  B.  Lawson  and  Danl.  Hill. 

3.  D.  Earhart,  H.  Reck  and  H.  Ruthrauff. 

4.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff,  J.  Fishburn  and  J.  M. 
Miller. 

5.  H.  Reck,  J.  G.  Ellinger,  H.  Ziegler  and 
F.  J.  Cope. 

6.  A  Weills,  H.  C.  Kahler  and  Jno.  Kuhns. 

7.  J.  Fishburn,  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld  and  Jacob 
Snyder. 

8.  J.  G.  Ellinger,  H.  Ziegler  and  N.  Geyer. 

9.  J.  B.  Brackenridge  and  Lewis  Roth. 

10.  A.  Weills,  J.  G.  Ellinger  and  H.  Ringle. 
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11.  J.  B.  Brackenridge,  S.  B.  Lawson,  J.  K, 
Melhorn  and  L.  Rumbach. 

Synod,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Bro.  Ziegler. 


SECOND  SESSION. 

Friday  Morning,  S  o'clock ,  May  26,  1854. 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Bro.  Lawson. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Rev.  Peter  Sahm,  delegate  from  the  Alleghany  Synod  to 
this  body,  and  Rev.  Father  Guenther,  delegate  from  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Synod  of  Ohio  to  this  body,  were  now  introduced,  and, 
on  motion,  received  as  delegates  from  their  respective  Synods. 

Reports  being  in  order,  the  following  were  submitted  : 

Committee  No.  8. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  were  handed  the  proceedings  of  the  Southern 
Conference  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  have  found  nothing  in  them  which  re- 
quires  the  action  of  Synod. 

.Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  ELLINGER, 

H.  ZIEGLER, 

N.  GEYER. 

Committee  No.  1. 

Committee  No.  1,  to  whom  the  President’s  report  was  committed,  would 
respectfully  submit  the  following: 

That  the  President,  after  a  brief  statement  of  his  official  acts,  among  which 
was  a  correspondence  with  brother  Rathbun  with  regard  to  an  honorable  dis¬ 
mission  from  this  body,  recommends  attention  to  the  following  subjects : 

1st.  Pastoral  support. 

2d.  The  erection  of  Parsonages. 

3d.  The  translation  and  publication  society. 

4th.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  a  minute  on  the  death  of' 
Bros.  Eysterand  Manz. 

5th.  The  propriety  of  uniting  our  home  missionary  operations  writh  the 
home  missionary  society  of  the  General  Synod. 

Your  committee  would  propose  the  following  action  on  the  various  items 
above  mentioned  . 

1st.  That  we  consider  that  the  President  acted  very  prudently  in  the  case 
ot  Bro.  Rathbun’3  request,  but  in  viewr  of  all  the  circumstances,  your  com¬ 
mittee  would  now  recommend  Synod  to  grant  the  same. 
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2d.  Resolved ,  That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  on  pastoral  support 
and  the  erection  of  parsonages,  that  shall  report  as  early  as  possible,  during 
the  present  session. 

Sd.  That  with  regard  to  the  translation  and  publication  society,  your  com¬ 
mittee  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  whom  the  proper  documents  were  referred. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  suitable  min¬ 
ute  on  the  death  of  our  dear  brethren,  Eyster  and  Manz. 

5th.  As  the  subject  of  uniting  our  Home  Missionary  operations  with  those 
of  a  more  general  society,  has  been  already  brought  to  the  special  notice  of 
another  committee,  we  leave  it  to  their  wisdom  to  propose  such  action  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  in  the  case. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  BASSLER, 

G.  F.  EHRENFELD, 
SALEM  HILL. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and,  on  motion,  considered  by 
items,  as  follows  : 

Item  1  was  adopted. 

Item2  was  carried,  and  accordingly  a  committee  appointed 
as  follows : 

G.  Bassler,  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld,  VV.  S.  Emery,  P.  Sahm,  John 
Kuhns  and  John  Williams. 

Item  3  was  adopted. 

Item  4  was  passed,  and  a  committee  appointed  by  the  chair, 
to  report  on  the  subject  of  said  item.  They  are, 

Bro.  W.  A.  Passavant,  G.  Bassler  and  F.  J.  Cope. 

Item  5  was  passed,  and  then  the  report  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  4. 

Your  committee  would  report  that  the  documents  placed  in  their  hands  are, 

1st.  The  minutes  of  the  twenty-fourth  convention  of  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theian  Synod  of  Virginia. 

2d.  The  minutes  of  the  twelfth  convention  of  the  Ev.  Lutheran  Synod  of 
East  Pennsylvania. 

Your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  constitution  for  the  government 
of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  East  Pa.  Synod,  on  page  eighteenth 
of  these  minutes,  and  recommend  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to 
give  this  subject  a  full  consideration,  in  connection  with  the  proposition  to 
unite  our  home  missionary  operations  with  those  of  the  home  missionary  so¬ 
ciety  of  the  General  Synod. 

3d.  The  proceedings  of  the  thirty-fifth  annual  convention  of  the  Evangel¬ 
ical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Maryland. 
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4th.  The  minutes  of  the  seventh  annual  convention  of  the  Wittenberg 
Synod. 

5th.  The  minutes  of  the  eighth  session  of  the  English  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran  Synod  of  Ohio. 

6th.  The  minutes  of  the  fifty-eighth  session  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Ministerium 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

7th.  The  minutes  of  the  thirteenth  session  of  the  Western  District  Synod 
of  Ohio. 

Sth.  The  proceedings  of  the  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Texas. 

Your  committee  find  nothing  in  these  minutes  except  the  item  noted,  call¬ 
ing  for  the  special  action  of  this  body. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  P.  RUTHRAUFF, 

J.  FISHBURN, 

J.  M.  MILLER. 

The  report  was  received,  and  with  a  slight  amendment  of 
the  item  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  &c., 
was  adopted;  and  the  following  committee  appointed  :  Bros. 
M.  Valentine,  H.  Reck  and  L.  Keen. 

The  Rev.  C.  Brown,  an  ordained  minister,  laboring  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Synod  of  Texas,  presented  his  cer¬ 
tificate  of  honorable  dismission  from  that  body,  and,  on  mo¬ 
tion  of  Bro.  Passavant,  applied  for  admission  into  this  Synod. 
A  lengthy  discussion  ensued  upon  the  principle  involved  in 
such  a  course  of  action  ;  pending  which,  tiie  Rev.  Peter  Sahm 
offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved  1,  That  we,  as  a  Conference,  urge  upon  our 
Synod,  in  connection  with  other  Synods,  the  propriety  of  ma¬ 
king  efforts  to  publish  books  and  tracts  for  the  use  of  Sunday 
schools  in  our  church,  and  for  general  distribution. 

Resolved  2,  That  Bro.  Sahm,  the  delegate  from  our  Synod 
to  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  bring  this  subject  before  that  body. 

These  resolutions  were,  on  motion,  laid  over  for  future  con¬ 
sideration,  when  Synod  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Bro.  A.  Weills. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

Saturday  Morning,  8  o'clock ,  May  27,  1854. 

Session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Bro.  J.  K.  Melhorn. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 


VI 


Committee  No.  9  reported  : 

That  the  paper  placed  in  their  hands,  is  a  letter  from  Bro .  J.  A.  Nuner,  di* 
rected  to  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  in  which  he  expresses  his  regret  that,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  family  affliction,  he  will  not  be  able  to  attend  the  present  meet¬ 
ing  of  Synod,  and  prays  to  be  excused.  Ke  moreover  states  that  in  due  time 
he  will  forward  his  parochial  report  to  the  Secretary  of  Synod,  and  his  con¬ 
tributions  foi  benevolent  purposes,  to  the  treasurer. 

He  also  encloses  one  dollar,  which  we  presume  is  intended  as  a  personal 
contribution,  and  concludes  by  invoking  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our 
synodical  deliberations. 

Your  committee  move  that  wTe  deeply  sympathize  with  brother  Nuner  in 
his  affliction,  that  we  cheerfully  excuse  him,  and  that  the  dollar  enclosed  in 
his  letter  be  appropriated  as  his  annual  contribution  to  the  missionary  society. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  BRACKENRIDGE. 

LEWIS  ROTH. 

Adopted. 

The  case  of  Bro.  Brown’s  uniting  with  this  Synod,  pending 
from  yesterday,  was  resumed,  and  after  farther  animated  dis¬ 
cussion,  was  finally  carried. 

The  Rev.  Victor  L.  Conrad,  editor  of  the  u  Evangelical 
Lutheran ,”  and  a  licensed  minister  of  the  East  Pennsylvania 
Synod,  now  presented  his  certificate  of  honorable  dismission 
from  that  Synod,  and  was,  on  motion,  received  as  a  regular 
member  of  this  body. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  5. 

Your  committee  respectfully  report  that, 

No  1,  Is  a  circular  from  the  Susquehannah  Conference  of  the  Synod  of 
East  Pennsylvania,  proposing  to  oiganize  a  “Lutheran  Translation  and  Pub¬ 
lication  Society.” 

The  object  of  this  society  is  two-fold  : 

1st.  To  secure  to  our  church  the  works  of  Lutheran  divines  of  Germany 
and  America,  translated  and  published  under  Lutheran  auspices  and  at  reduc¬ 
ed  rates,  and 

2d.  To  devote  the  income,  with  the  exception  of  six  per  cent  to  the  stock¬ 
holders,  for  the  support  of  superannuated  and  disabled  Lutheran  ministers, 
and  of  indigent  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Lutheran  ministers. 

Obs.  1st.  It  is  proposed  to  secure  by  joint  stock,  the  necessary  capital  for 
commencing  and  carrying  out  the  above  object. 

Obs.  2d.  In  order  to  obtain  good  translations,  and  the  publication  of  none 
but  orthodox  works,  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  “committee  of  inspection,  to 
whom  all  works  shall  be  submitted,  before  and  after  translation.” 

The  objects  of  the  above  society,  and  the  plan  to  secure  those  objects,  as 
above  expressed,  meet  the  approbation  of  your  committee,  with  the  excep- 
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tion  that  the  translations  and  publications  of  the  society  are  to  be  exclusively 
in  the  English  language. 

Your  committee  propose  to  your  consideration  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved ,  That  with  the  above  exception,  we  heartily  approve  of  the 
objects  and  plan  of  the  proposed  Lutheran  Translation  and  Publication  So¬ 
ciety. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  appoint  an  equal  number  of  ministerial  and  lay  dele¬ 
gates,  to  attend  the  contemplated  convention,  and  that  we  recommend  that 
said  convention  be  held  at  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  meeting  of  the 
General  Synod. 

No.  2,  Is  a  letter  from  a  member  of  the  Legonier  charge,  stating  that  Bro 
YV.  H.  Wynn  has  been  re-elected  as  their  pastor,  but  as  difficulties  exist  in 
one  of  the  congregations  of  said  charge,  which  would  render  it  impossible 
for  him  to  accept,  your  committee  recommend  that  this  matter  come  up  for 
consideration  under  the  subject  of  vacant  congregations. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  RECK, 

J.  G.  ELLINGER, 

H.  ZIEGLER, 

F.  J.  COPE. 

The  report  was  adopted  by  items,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
General  Synod,  to  be  held  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  May  1S56,  be 
also  the  delegates  to  the  convention  of  the  proposed  “Trans¬ 
lation  and  Publication  Society.” 

At  this  period  Bro.  John  Kaster  presented  his  certificate  and 
was  received  as  a  commissioner  from  the  Licking  charge,  in 
Clarion  Co.,  Pa. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  11. 

The  document  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  committee,  is  a  copy  of  the 
Lutheran  Observer,  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  second  annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Synod  of  India,  for  the  year  ending  January  1st, 
1854. 

The  present  officers  of  this  Synod  are  : 

Rev.  C.  W.  GRONING,  President. 

W.  J.  CUTTER,  Secretary. 

The  members  of  this  body  are  : 


1. 

Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer, 

of  Guntour, 

2. 

“  W.  E.  Snyder, 

<( 

3. 

“  C.  W.  Groning, 

Palnaud, 

4. 

“  A.  F.  Heise, 

Rajahmundry, 

5. 

“  W.  L.  Cutter, 

( ; 

According  to  the  parochial  report,  the  Synod  has  under  its  jurisdiction 
seven  organized  congregations,  and  nine  preaching  places.  They  likewise 
report : 
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Infant  Baptisms . 

Adult  Baptisms . 

Communicants . 

Removed . 

Suspended. • « « ^ « • j « ■ . .  . . . . • •  .  •  •  • • •  •  •  • 

Marriages . . . 

Deaths . . . . ...» . 

Boarding  Schools . 

^  u  m  her  of  Sc  he  1  ars.. 

Day  Schools . 

Number  of  Scholars . 

Prayer  Meetings . 


•  *«**<*«i*J4»****«**«**(l» 


11 

17 

84 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

21 

20 

414 

3 


There  are  also  three  young  men  in  a  course  of  preparation  for  the  ministry. 
From  a  view  of  the  proceedings,  we  learn  that  the  brethren  are  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  May  the  Great  Head  of  the  church 
crown  their  efforts  with  abundant  success. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  BRACKENRIDGE, 

S.  B.  LAWSON, 

J.  K.  MELHORN, 

L.  RUMBACH. 

Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  3. 

Committee  No.  3  would  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  examined  the 
documents  committed  to  them,  and  found  nothing  requiring  any  special  ac¬ 
tion  of  this  Synod.  They  are*: 

1st.  The  minutes  of  the  West  Pennsylvania  Synod. 

2d.  The  minutes  of  the  Alleghany  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 

3d.  The  journal  of  the  Frankean  Synod. 

4th.  The  minutes  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 

.'th.  The  minutes  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Synod  of  Miami. 

fith.  The  minutes  of  the  fhird  meeting  of  the  Northern  District  Synod  of 
Ohio,  from  which  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  active  measures  have  been 
taken  to  endow  Wittenberg  College,  located  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

7th.  The  minutes  of  the  thirteenth  meeting  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Synod  of  S. 
Carolina  and  adjacent  States.  This  Synod  embraces  forty-four  ministers. 
The  parochial  report,  though  incomplete,  exhibits  fifty  congregations,  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  w’hite,  and  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  colored  communicants. 

Your  committee  are  pleased  to  see  the  deep  interest  which  has  been  mani¬ 
fested  by  this  Synod  in  the  preparation  of  faithful  laborers  for  the  ministry ; 
and  also  that  active  measures  have  been  taken  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  relief 
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of  the  disabled  Lutheran  ministers,  and  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  de¬ 
ceased  Lutheran  ministers  in  their  connection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  EARHART, 

H.  RECK, 

H.  RUT  HR  A  IT  F. 

Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  2. 

The  papers  in  the  hands  of  your  committee  are  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
meeting  of  this  body,  which  they  have  examined;  and  they  would  bring  to 
the  notice  of  Synod  the  following  items  : 

Item  1st  Relates  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  4iI~;e  TVldove's  T'm  i 
Society which  was  recommitted. 

Your  committee  would  call  for  said  report. 

Item  2d  Refers  to  the  supply  of  vacant  congregations.  Your  committee 
would  inquire  also,  whether  those  supplies  were  made. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SOLOMON  WEILLS. 

S.  B.  LAWSON, 
DANIEL  HILL. 

Adopted,  and  the  committee  on  the  “widow's  fund"  report¬ 
ed  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  the  Widow's  Fund  would  resnectfullr  suggest : 

1st.  That  every  minister  taken  collection  for  this  object  annual.’ y,  and  pay 
the  amount  into  the  treasury  of  Synod. 

2d.  That  an  executive  committee  be  appointed,  who  shall  consider  ail  ap¬ 
plications  for  aid,  and  make  appropriations  under  such  regulations  as  they 
may  adopt,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  BASSLER, 

D.  EARHART, 

W.  A.  PASS  AY  ANT. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  following  persons  appoint¬ 
ed  as  the  “Executive  Committee.” 

G.  Bassler,  A.  Weills,  J.  G.  Ellmger. 

The  brethren  appointed  to  supply  vacancies,  now  stated  the 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties,  which  was  ap¬ 
proved. 

Committee  No.  7, 

Would  respectfully  report,  that  the  document  handed  to  them  for  inspection 
is  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Middle  Conference.  These  minutes 
show  that  the  brethren  of  this  conference  are  earnestly  engaged  in  the  work 
of  the  Master. 


16 

There  are  two  items  in  these  proceedings  which  call  for  the  special  atten¬ 
tion  of  this  Synod. 

The  first,  having  reference  to  the  support  of  ministers,  will  be  duly  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  committee  already  appointed  to  report  on  this  subject. 

The  second  has  reference  to  the  establishing  of  charges  or  centres  of  char¬ 
ges  in  the  county  seats  and  other  important  towns  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Synod. 

Your  committee  move  that  the  resolutions  of  conference  referring  to  this 
subject,  be  read  before  Synod,  for  its  consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  FISHBURN, 

G.  F.  EHRENFELD, 

J.  SNYDER. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  following  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  report  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  report,  viz  : 

H.  Reck,  J.  G.  Ellinger,  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  subject  of  con¬ 
necting  our  home  missionary  operations  with  those  of  the 
home  missionary  society  of  the  General  Synod,  now  submit¬ 
ted  their  report,  which  was  received,  when  Synod  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Brother  Bickel. 

FOURTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Morning,  8  o’c/oc/j,  May  29,  1854. 

Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Bro.  A.  Weills. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  home  mis¬ 
sions,  which  was  read  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  was  now 
taken  up  for  consideration  seriatim. 

After  some  discussion  on  this  subject,  the  preamble  and  the 
first  resolution  of  the  report  were  adopted. 

Pending  the  discussion  on  the  second  resolution,  which  con¬ 
sumed  the  greater  part  of  the  morning  session,  Synod,  after 
giving  leave  of  absence  from  the  remaining  sessions,  to  Bros. 
Keen,  Schild  and  Roth,  on  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  this 
afternoon,  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  ministerium. 

Prayer  by  Brother  Ellinger. 
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FIFTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Afternoon,  May  29,  1854. 

Synod  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  continued  the 
business  pending  from  the  morning  session,  viz:  the  report  on 
the  subject  of  Home  missions.  After  farther  discussion,  the 
report  was  amended  by  alteration  and  substitution,  and  finally 
passed  as  follows: 

#The  special  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  subject  of 
connecting  the  operations  of  the  missionary  society  of  this 
Synod  with  the  home  missionary  society  of  the  General  Syn¬ 
od,  respectfully  report  to  the  consideration  of  this  body,  the 
following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  body,  the  various  district  synods 
of  our  church  should  cooperate  with  the  central  society,  in  order  most  suc¬ 
cessfully  to  prosecute  the  wurk  of  home  missions. 

2.  Resolved ,  Therefore,  that  the  home  missionary  society  of  the  Pittsburg 
Synod  hereby  become  auxiliary  to  the  home  missionary  society  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Synod;  but  that  it  shall  continue  to  conduct  its  home  missionary  opera¬ 
tions  according  to  its  present  constitution. 

3.  Resolved,  That  our  Secretary  be  instructed  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  central  society,  annually,  a  full  report  of  our  missionary  operations  ; 
and  that  our  treasurer  shall  annually  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  central  so¬ 
ciety,  such  surplus  funds  as  synod  may  direct;  provided  that  Synod  may  also 
at  any  time  make  appropriations  to  specific  objects. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  VALENTINE, 

H.  RECK, 

L.  KEEN. 

Brother  Brackenridge  and  his  delegate,  and  brother  Conrad, 
having  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  the  future  sessions  of 
this  meeting,  Synod  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Bro.  Ziegler. 

*  At  the  request  of  some  of  the  committee  who  reported  on  this  subject, 
and  by  the  consent  of  Synod,  we  are  to  state,  that  the  preamble,  the  first  re¬ 
solution,  and  so  much  of  the  second  as  declares  this  society  auxiliary  to  the 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  General  Synod,  are  all  the  items  of  their 
original  report  that  were  adopted;  for  the  remaining  part  of  their  report, 
which  proposed  a  new  constitution  providing  for  a  more  intimate  and  exten¬ 
sive  cooperation  with  the  central  society,  the  remaining  part  of  the  above 
report  was  substituted.  x 
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SIXTH  SESSION. 

Tuesday  Morning,  S  o'clock ,  May  30,  18n4. 

Synod  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Bio.  Weiksel. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  and  closing  session  of  the  Ministe- 
ritim,  and  the  minutes  of  the  anniversary  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  were  also  read  and  approved. 

The  auditing  committee  now  submitted  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  undersigned,  committee  to  audit  the  account  of  Thomas  H.  Lane, 
late  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Church,  beg  leave  to 
report,  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  year 
1853 — ’54,  and  carefully  compared  them  with  the  accompanying  vouchers, 


and  find  them  all  coriect. 

They  submit  the  following  recapitulation  : 

Foreign  Missions.  Cash  received. . . $342  23 

“  do.  disbursed .  IS7  11 

Balance .  $155  17 

Home  Missions.  Cash  received .  1277  31 

“  do.  disbursed .  1094  33 

Balance .  182  98 

Synodical  Fund.  Ca9h  received .  96  92 

“  do.  disbursed .  16  25 

i 

Balance .  SO  67 

Widow's  Fund.  Cash  received .  91  20 

Church  Extension  Fund.  Cash  received .  17  87 

Making  in  the  aggregate,  the  sum  of. .  $527  89 

t 

Education  Fund.  Disbursements . $165  02 

*«  Receipts .  95  55 

Deficiency .  69  47 

$458  42 


Showing  an  aggregate  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  and  forty-two  cents,  as  above. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  J.  COPE, 
L.  KEEN. 

Adopted. 
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Report  of  the  Delegate  to  the  Alleghany  Synod. 

Your  delegate,  appointed  to  represent  this  body  at  the  meeting  of  the  AU 
leghany  Synod  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Church,  held  in  Indiana  Pa.,  October  13th, 
1853,  respectfully  reports,  that  he  attended  said  meeting,  and  was  courteously 
received.  He  is  pleased  to  testify  to  their  prosperity  as  a  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  C.  EHRENFELD. 

Secretary's  Report. 

Your  Secretary  begs  leave  to  report  the  following  particulars: 

1st.  That  he  has  endeavored  to  discharge  his  duty  in  relation  to  the  print¬ 
ing  of  the  minutes  of  our  last  meeting,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  the 
greatest  advantage  of  the  Synod.  He  desires,  at  the  proper  time,  to  add  a 
few  verbal  statements  and  explanations. 

2d.  He  has  also  secured  six  copies  of  ordination,  and  as  many  licensure 
certificates,  as  instructed  by  Synod  at  its  last  meeting. 

3d.  He  would  report  that  the  protocol  is  full,  and  that  a  new  book  will  be 
needed. 

4th.  He  would  suggest  to  Synod,  the  propriety  of  providing  a  suitable 
safe,  in  which  to  keep  and  convey  the  documents  of  the  Synod. 

5th.  The  account  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Neinstedt,  for  the  printing  of  the  minutes 


of  the  last  year,  is  as  follows  : 

English  edition,  500  copies  of  40  pages  each,  at  $1  per  page,  $‘40  00 

German  “  300  “  “  “  75  cts.  “  30  00 

Parochial  tables,  English  and  German,  $4  each  8  00 


Total,  $78  00 

6th.  The  Secretarj ’s  account  against  the  Synod  is, 

For  Postage  and  Stationary .  $1  00 

“  Freight  on  minutes .  1  00 

“  Ordination  and  Licensure  certificates .  1  00 

“  Paper  since  the  present  meeting  of  Synod .  25 


Total .  $3  25 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


A.  C.  EHRENFELD. 

The  report  was  considered  seriatim,  and 

In  relation  to  the  first  and  second  items,  the  Secretary's  ac¬ 
tion  was,  on  motion,  approved. 

With  reference  to  the  third  and  fourth,  the  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  procure  a  book  in  which  to  record  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  Synod,  and  to  provide  a  suitable  safe  in  which  to  keep 
and  convey  the  documents  of  Synod. 

In  regard  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  items,  the  Treasurer  was  in¬ 
structed  to  pay  the  accounts  of  the  printer  and  the  secretary  ; 
when,  on  motion,  the  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole* 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ministerial  Support. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  pastoral  support  and 
^ne  erection  of  parsonages,  would  respectfully  report : 

That  it  is  an  acknowledged  principle  in  our  church,  that  the  laborer  is 
Worthy  of  his  hire — that  those  who  preach  the  gospel  should  live  of  the  gos¬ 
pel — and  that,  therefore,  ministers  should  receive  such  a  support,  that  they 
may  give  themselves  to  prayer  and  the  word. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  acknowledged  principle,  it  is  a  notorious  fact, 
that  many  of  our  ministers  do  not  receive  a  sufficient  support — some  receiv¬ 
ing  such  an  amount  as  at  no  time  is  an  adequate,  but  at  this  time  especially, 
when  provisions  and  almost  every  kind  of  labor  demands  an  unexampled 
high  price,  is  an  entirely  inadequate  support;  thus  requiring  self-denial  and 
suffering,  which  cannot  be  expected  under  our  circumstances. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  therefore,  that  no  minister  is  bound  to 
labor  for  a  people  who  are  able  to  give  him  a  sufficient  support,  but  refuse 
•or  neglect  to  do  so. 

Your  committee  would,  however,  to  reach  the  case,  propose  the  following 
resolutions  : 

].  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  short  and  perti¬ 
nent  address,  to  be  published  in  the  minutes  of  Synod,  with  extra  copies  for 
general  calculation,  and  in  such  of  our  papers  as  are  circulated  among  our 
people. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  every  minister  direct  the  attention  of  his  people  to  this 
subject,  in  that  manner  which  may  be  most  in  accordance  with  his  feelings, 
and  their  circumstances. 

3.  Resolved,  That  Synod  recommend  to  the  conferences  to  review'  the  dif¬ 
ferent  charges  in  their  bounds,  and  make  any  alterations  in  conjunction  with 
the  churches,  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  better  support  and  greater  use¬ 
fulness  of  the  ministers. 

4.  Resolved,  That  Synod  recommend  to  its  ministers  to  accept  no  call  from 
any  congregation  or  charge  that  is  able  to  give  a  competent  support,  unless 
such  a  support  is  ottered  and  secured,  as  the  word  of  God  justifies  them  in 
asking. 

With  regard  to  parsonages,  your  committee  would  recommend  every  charge 
to  erect  a  sufficiently  large,  convenient,  and  comfortable  parsonage,  in  the 
best  locality  that  can  be  procured  ;  so  that  the  minister  may  not  be  a  fugitive 
and  a  wanderer  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  exposed  to  the  exorbitant  exactions 
of  landlords,  or  to  a  residence  in  an  inconvenient  and  often  unhealthy  dwell¬ 
ing. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  BASSLER, 

W.  S.  EMERY, 

G.  F.  EHRENFELD, 

J.  WILLIAMS, 

J.  KUHNS. 

The  report  was  adopted ,  and  Bros.  Bassler  and  Reck  were 
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appointed  (o  prepare  the  above  address.  (For  the  above  ad¬ 
dress  see  Appendix.) 

Report  of  Committee  No .  6. 

Committee  No  6  would  report  that  the  paper  put  in  their  hands  is  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  the  members  of  the  New  Lebanon  church,  in  Millcreek  township, 

Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  in  which  they  apply  to  Synod  for  a  minister,  and  name  the 
Rev.  John  Nuner  as  living  convenient  to  their  congregation. 

Your  committee  would  refer  their  case  to  the  favorable  notice  of  Synod, 
when  the  subject  of  vacant  congregations  come  before  us. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  WEILLS, 

H.  C.  KAHLER, 

J.  KUHNS. 

Adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  subject  of  mak¬ 
ing  greater  efforts  for  the  better  supply  of  the  county  seats  and 
other  important  places  in  the  bounds  of  our  Synod,  referred 
to  this  body  by  the  Middle  Conference,  submitted  the  follow¬ 
ing 

REPORT: 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  devise  some  way  for  more  efficient  opera¬ 
tion  in  our  county  seats,  respectfully  report: 

Whereas,  it  is  all  important  that  active  measures  be  taken  permanently  to  • 

establish  our  church  in  all  the  county  seats  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  ; 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  special  attention  of  the  missionary  President  and  mis¬ 
sion  committee  be  directed  to  these  places,  to  make  suitable  arrangements  at 
the  earliest  possible  time. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  RECK, 

G.  F.  EH  RENEE LD, 

J.  G.  ELLINGEK. 

Adopted. 

Report  on  the  death  of  Bros.  Eyster  and  Manz. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  in  reference  to  the  death  of 
Revs.  M  .  Eyster  and  H.  Manz,  present  the  following  : 

Whereas,  it  has  pleasid  Aimighty  God,  in  his  all-wise  providence,  to  call 
to  their  eternal  reward  the  Revs.  M.  Eyster  and  H.  Manz,  two  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  body,  since  our  last  convention  ;  therefore. 

Resolved  1,  That  in  this  painful  dispensation,  we  recognize  the  hand  of 
him  who  is  Head  over  ail  things  to  the  church,  and  whoaoeth  all  things  well 
— while  at  the  same  time  we  mourn  over  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  their 
death,  and  sorrow  most  that  we  shall  see  their  face  no  more. 

Resolved  2,  That  we  regard  the  early  departure  of  these  dear  brethren  as 


ar.  earnest  call  to  those  who  remain,  to  make  full  proof  of  their  ministry, 
and  strengthen  the  things  that  remain  and  are  ready  to  die. 

llespectfully  submitted. 

W.  A.  PASSAVANT, 

G.  J3ASSLER. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  Svnod  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  attempt  upon  the  part  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  Stales,  at  its  present  session,  virtually  to  deny  to 
the  clergymen  of  the  country,  the  right  of  petition  and  remon¬ 
strance,  is  an  assumption  of  arbitrary  power  not  conferred  by 
the  Constitution,  by  the  laws  of  Congress,  or  the  usages  of 
deliberative  bodies,  but  in  direct  hostility  to  the  liberties  of 
every  free  citizen. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  : 

"Whereas,  The  library  of  the  old  academy  is  at  Mr.  Kuhns’ 
H)  Greensburg,  and  is  virtually  useless,  and  will  only  be  a  loss; 
therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  above  library  be  removed  from  Mr. 
Kuhns’  to  the  Orphan’s  Home  at  Zelienople,  Pa. 

Resolved ,  That  the  attention  of  the  members  of  Synod  be 
directed  to  the  first  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  that  i hey  urge  and  enforce  upon  the  membersof  their 
congregations,  the  duly  of  obtaining  a  dismissal  from  their 
pastor  on  removing  out  of  their  bounds,  and  of  uniting  with 
the  congregation  into  whose  bounds  they  may  remove. 

Adopted. 

It  was  also  ‘ 

Resolved ,  That  hereafter  the  transactions  of  the  missionary 
President  and  of  the  mission  committee,  together  with  their 
proposed  arrangements  for  the  succeeding  year,  be  laid  before 
Synod  for  approval,  as  early  as  possible  after  the  disposal  of 
thesubject  of  vacant  congregations. 

The  regular  business  was  now  on  motion  suspended,  in  or¬ 
der  to  Irold  an  election  for  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  Synod;  which  resulted  in  the  clioice  of  Canton,  Ohio, 
as  the  place,  and  June  9th,  1S55,  as  the  time  of  our  next 
meeting. 
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Bro.  W.  P.  Rut  bra  off  was,  on  motion,  excused  from  furth¬ 
er  attendance  on  Synod. 

The  subject  of  vacant  congregations  being  in  order,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  reported  : 

1.  J.  G.  Ellinger— Ml  Calvary,  Clarion  Co. 

2.  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld — Leech  burg  and  German  part  of  Zion’s 
congregation  (in  the  Forks.) 

3.  W.  A.  Passavant — Mt.  Calvary,  Chartiers  creek. 

4.  G.  Bassler — St.  John’s,  Butler  Co.,  English;  Evansburg? 
Butler  Co.,  German. 

5.  W.  S.  Emery — Mt.  Zion  and  Bethel,  in  Washington  Co. 

6.  S.  B.  Lawson — Dutch  Hill  church,  Venango  Co. 

7.  L.  M.  Kuhns — St.  Luke’s,  Butler  Co. 

8.  Chas.  H.  Hersh — Hill  church,  Westmoreland  Co, 

9.  W.  H.  Wynn — Legonier  charge. 

10.  Thos.  Steck — The  Butler  and  Armstrong  mission. 

On  motion,  Bro.  John  Kuhns  obtained  leave  of  absence 
from  the  remaining  sessions  of  Synod. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  1  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Prayer  by  the  President, 

SEVENTH  SESSION. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  1  o'clock ,  May  30,  1854. 

Synod  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  Bro.  Zimmerman. 

The  supply  of  the  vacancies  announced  above,  was  the 
subject  in  order.  And  in  reference, 

1.  To  Mt.  Calvary,  (Dutch  Hill)  Clarion  Co.,  it  was 
Resolved ,  That  Bro.  Steck  be  requested  to  take  it  into  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Licking  charge. 

2.  To  Leechburg,  the  following  was  adopted  : 

1.  Resolved ',  That  the  pastor  of  the  Bethesda  church  be 
requested  to  resign  that  church,  so  that  the  recommendation  of 
Synod  with  respect  to  the  Leechburg  charge,  be  carried  into 
effect  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  Synod  address  a  letter  to  the  church 
councils  of  Bethesda  and  Leechburg,  requesting  them  to  meel 
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in  convention  at  an  early  day,  to  effect  the  object  of  the  above 
resolution,  and  unite  in  extending  an  invitation  to  the  Rev. 
John  W.  Kregelo,  of  Taneytown,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  to  visit 
them,  with  the  view  of  becoming  their  pastor. 

3.  Char tier’s  creek  was  referred  to  Bros.  Passavant  and 
Reck  for  supply. 

4.  Bro.  Bassler  was  requested  to  supply  St.  John’s,  Butler 
County. 

Herbst’s  congregation  was  referred  to  the  Middle  Conference. 

5.  Mt.  Zion  and  Bethel,  in  Washington  Co.,  were  referred 
to  lire  Southern  Conference. 

6.  Dutch  Hill,  Venango  Co.,  was  referred  to  Bro.  Lawson. 

7.  Rev.  L.  M.  Kuhns  and  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld  were  requested 
to  supply  St.  Luke’s,  in  Butler  Co. 

8.  Hill  church,  in  Westmoreland  Co.,  was  referred  to  Revs. 
Hersh  and  Valentine. 

9.  Legonier  charge  was  referred  to  the  Southern  Conference. 

10.  Butler  and  Armstrong  missions. — Of  ibis  mission 

a )  Mille.rstown  was  referred  to  Bro.  Brackenridge. 

b )  Rev.  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld  was  requested  to  supply  Lime¬ 
stone. 

c )  It  was  resolved  that  Kellershurg  be  referred  to  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Conference,  and  that  Bro.  G.  F.  Elnenfeld  be  requested 
to  supply  them  as  frequently  as  he  can,  between  this  and  the 
next  meeting  of  Conference. 

On  motion,  it  was  requested  that  a  new  mission  be  establish¬ 
ed,  of  which  Kittanning  is  to  be  the  centre. 

Bro.  Kiihler  was  requested  to  slate  his  reasons  for  hisabsence 
from  the  Conference  meeting  during  the  Synodical  year,  and 
was  thereupon,  on  motion,  excused. 

Bro.  H.  Ziegler,  the  agent  of  the  Parent  Education  Socie¬ 
ty,  having  by  request,  addressed  the  Synod  on  the  subject  of 
Beneficiary  Education,  was  invited  to  visit  as  many  of  the 
charges  within  our  bounds,  as  he  may  find  it.  convenient  to  do, 
in  order  to  raise  funds  for  the  Education  Society. 

It  was,  on  n  otion, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Educa- 
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tion  Society  of  this  Synod.  The  committee  are  : 

Revs.  H.  Reck,  M.  Valentine  and  Mr.  Thos.  Lane. 

It  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved  1,  That  Synod  appropriate  $50,00  to  the  use  of 
Mr.  Mosheim  Steck,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  studies  at  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  College,  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Resolved  2,  That  Synod  also  vote  $50,00  to  Mr.  W.  Brecht, 
to  aid  him  in  his  studies  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Get¬ 
tysburg. 

It  was  also  further 

Resolved  1,  That  Synod  regrets  to  learn  that  a  bill  of  Mr. 
F.  J.  Cope,  against  the  academy,  has  not  been  settled,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  committee  was  directed  to  pay  all  the  bills. 

Resolved  2,  That  as  the  Greensburg  church  received  what¬ 
soever  was  relinquished  by  the  subscribers  to  the  academy, 
Synod  is  of  opinion  that  said  church  should  assume  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  this  bill. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Rev.  Peter  Sahm, 
were  taken  up,  and,  on  motion,  given  into  the  hands  of  a 
committee,  appointed  to  report  on  them  at  the  next  meeting 
of  our  Synod :  they  are, 

1.  Resolved ,  That  as  a  Conference,  we  urge  upon  our 
(Alleghany)  Synod,  in  connection  with  other  Synods,  the 
propriety  of  makihg  efforts  to  publish  books  and  tracts  for  the 
use  of  Sunday  Schools  in  our  church,  and  for  general  distri¬ 
bution. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  Bro.  Sahm,  the  delegate  from  our  Syn¬ 
od  to  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  bring  this  subject  before  that  body. 

The  committee  are: 

Revs.  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld,  J,  G.  Ellinger,  and  Mr.  Salem  Hill. 

Appointment  of  Delegates  to  other  Synods. 

1.  To  the  Alleghany  Synod. — It  was  resolved  that  Bro.  M. 
Valentine  be  the  delegate  to  this  body. 

2.  To  the  English  Ev.  Luth.  Synod. — Bro.  W.  P.  Ruth- 
rauff  was,  on  motion,  appointed  delegate. 

3.  To  the  Penna  Synod. — Bro.  W.  A.  Passavant  was  ap 
pointed  delegate, 
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The  delegates  appointed  to  the  General  Synod  are : 

Clerical : 

Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  alternate,  Rev.  J.  G.  Ellinger. 


“  G.  Bassler, 

“  M.  Valentine, 


a 

u 


“  W.  P.  Ruthrauff. 
“  A.  G.  Ehrenfeld. 


Lay  Delegates : 

Mr.  P.  Graff,  u  Mr.  F.  J.  Cope. 

“  Geo.  Wayman,  “  u  Mr.  Bower,  M.  D. 

“  Thos.  H.  Lane,  “  u  J.  Williams,  Esq. 

The  President  appointed  the  Examining  Committee  for  the 
ensuing  year,  as  follows  : 

1.  On  personal  piety,  motives  for  seeking  the  Gospel  minis¬ 
try,  and  evidences  of  Christianity,  Abrm.  Weills  and  J.  G. 
Ellinger. 

2.  On  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  Scriptures  and  Exegesis,  M. 
Valentine  and  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld. 

3.  On  Natural  and  Revealed  Theology,  W.  A.  Passavant 
and  J.  G.  Ellinger. 

4.  On  Church  History  and  Church  Government,  A.  C. 
Ehrenfeld. 

5.  On  Pastoral  Theology  and  rules  of  sermonizing,  G. 
Bassler. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  have  published, 
for  the  use  of  Synod,  five  hundred  English  and  two  hundred 
German  copies  of  our  minutes. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Passavant,  the  following  resolution  was 
passed. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Ev.  Luth.  Mission  church  in  Houston, 
Texas,  be  commended  to  the  liberality  of  our  pastors  and  peo¬ 
ple. 

Synod,  on  motion,  adjourned  finally,  to  meet  as  above,  in 
Canton  Ohio,  on  Thursday  Morning ,  9  o'clock,  June  9th, 
1855. 

Prayer  by  Bro.  Passavant. 

A.  C.  EHRENFELD, 

Secretary . 


The  Pittsburg  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  account  with  Thomas  H.  Lane ,  Treasurer. 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

1853.  Cr. 

To  balance  cash  in  treasury  as  per  minutes  1853. . . .  . .  $246  61 

Cash  received  from  Penna.  Synod  for  brethren  of  Texas  Synod. . . .  200  00 

‘  from  Sunday  School  of  St.  John’s  church,  Phila.  Pa.,  for  Hous¬ 
ton  Mission . , .  50  00 

4  Rev.  C.  F.  Diehl,  Zion’s  church,  Vaughan  Tp.  C.  W. . .  4  75 

St.  James’ Manheim  Tp .  1  50 

St.  John’s .  2  50 

Self .  1  00  9  75 

*  W.  Berkemeyer  from  2d  Ger.  Luth.  ch.  Pittsburg .  8  00 

4  Penna.  Synod  per  W.  A.  P.  for  Canada  Missions .  200  00 

*  W.  S.  Emery,  St.  Paul’s  5  50,  Bethel  1  50 .  7  00 

4  G.  Bassler  Mis.  Festival  Prospect,  39,  col.  at  Zion’s 

2  73,  Zelienople  ch.  4  27,  Butler  ch.  75  cts .  46  75 

4  W.  A.  Passavant  from  members  of  Eng.  Luth.  ch.  Pitts¬ 
burg  for  Houston  mission .  50  00 

Two  ladies  in  Germantown  Pa.,  for  do.  2,  social  dona¬ 
tion  fordo,  from  St.John’s  ch.  Philada.  50 .  52  00 

Canada  West . .- .  25  00 

Sunday  School  of  St.  John’s  ch.  Phila.  for  Houston  Mis..  20  00 
4  T.  Steck,  Millerstown  2,  Grt.  Western  1,  Limestone  1, 

Kellersburg  2,  Smithland  1,  Licking  2 .  9  00 

4  C.  H.  Hersh’s  charge. .. . .  13  60 

4  S.  Weills  N.  Ziou  ch .  10  00 

*  D.  Earhart,  Bethel  4,  Bethesda  5,  Maysville  1,  Boiling 

Springs  4,  St.  Michael’s  5 . . .  19  00 

‘  W.  S.  Emery,  Christ’s  church  1  50,  St.  Paul’s  5  40,  Hoff- 

nung’s  1  77,  Mt.  Zion  5,  Bethel  1 .  14  67 

‘  J.  G.  Ellinger,  Salem  5,  Emanuel’s  1  34,  St.  John’s  1, 

Shively’s  1 .  8  34 

*  H.  C.  K'ahler,  St.  Peter’s  12  03,  Plains  2  05,  Trinity  4  15, 

Freedom  3  84,  N.  Castle  94  cts.,  Wurtemburg  75  cts.  23  76 

4  H.  Reck,  Eng.  Luth.  Church,  Birmingham . .  4  00 

‘  G.  Bassler,  Prospect  (add.) .  50 

‘  M.  Schweigert,  St.  Michael’s  at  Crooked  creek  12  90, 

Kittanning  4  50,  Plumb  creek  1  25,  St.  John’s  3  25. .  21  90 

4  F.  Zimmerman,  Miss.  Soc.  Ger.  Luth.  ch.  Wheeling,  Va.  21  00 

4  W.  Berkemeyer,  2d  Ger.  Luth.  church,  Pittsburg .  15  00 

4  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld,  Worthington  35,  Kittanning  (Eng.)  2,.  37  00 

4  J.  B.  Brackenridge,  Jerusalem  church  S,  Rider’s  5,  Fair- 

view  2,  Pisgah  5 .  20  00 

*  L.  M.  Kuhns,  Freeport  12,  St.  Matthew’s  6,  Clinton  5. . . .  23  00 
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Rev.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff,  Eng.  Luth.  church,  Canton  Ohio .  20  00 

*  W.  A.  Passavant,  Eng.  Luth.  church  Pittsburg .  55  10 

*  G.  F.  Ehrenf'eld,  Zion’s  ch.  5,  Christ’s  ch.  3  07,  Leech- 

burg  1  52 .  9  59 

*  J.  G.  Young’s  charge  in  Clarion  an  Jeff',  cos .  12  50 

‘  H.  Weicksel,  Zion  4,  Franklin  1  08,  Mt.  Pleasant  1, 

Dempseytown  1  75 .  7  83 


*  S.  B.  Lawson,  Shippensville  3,  State  Road  7,  Amity  2  50  12  50 

Anniversary  Syn.  Miss.  Soc.  Adarasburg,  members  of  ch.  &c....  42  13 

“  “  “  “  “  Ministers  and  delegates  49  55 


$1365  08 


Expenditures. 

1S53  &  54.  Dr. 

Appropriation  to  Venango  mission .  $60  00 

“  Mercer  and  Shenango  missions  for  supplies .  30  00 

“  Beaver  county  German  mission .  75  00 

“  Sandy  Lake  mission .  20  00 

“  Pittsburg  German  mission .  200  00 

“  Wheeling  Va.  German  mission .  75  00 

*«  Houston  (Texas)  German  mission .  100  00 

“  Special  appropriation  owing  to  illness  of  missionary  120  00 

“  Six  missions  in  Texas  supplied  by  Texas  Synod. .  200  00 

“  Butler  and  Armstrong  co.  mission . /.  50  00 

«*  Markham  mission,  balance .  50  00 

“  Travelling  expenses  of  F.  W.  Tuerk  and  family 

to  Canada .  50  00 

“  Travelling  expenses  of  Rev.  H.  Reck  in  supplying 

vacancies  for  previous  and  present  years .  12  50 

“  Vaughan  and  Toronto  mission  for  part  of  year. ...  11  00 

“  Petersburg  and  Hamburg  mission,  C.  W.  fordo...  50  00 

“  Ellice  mission  C.  W . ; .  73  00 

“  Miss.  President’s  travelling  expenses  to  Canada..  30  00 

“  “  “  do.  and  postage  on  Miss,  business  5  30 


$1211  80 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

1853.  '  Cr. 

To  cash  on  hand  as  per  last  settlement .  $102  20 

Cash  received  from  Rev.  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld’s  child .  5  00 

G.  Arehart’s  child  50  cts,  G.  Kepper’s  children  50  cts .  1  00 

Sunday  school  of  1st  Eng.  Luth.  church,  Pittsburg,  (Rev. 

1854.  Passavant) .  102  01 

Rev.  G.  Bassler,  Prospect  5,  Butler  2,  Zion’s  Sunday  school  5, 

Zelienople  2 . .  14  00 


«  W.  A.  P.,  from  Mission  Sunday  school  Alleghany  city. ...  10  00 

«  T.  Steck,  Millerstown  2,  Limestone  1,  Kellersburg  2,  Lick¬ 
ing  1,  Smithland  1 


/ 


7  00 
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Rev.  F.  W.  Tuerk,  Ellice  tp.  Ev.  Luth.  ch.  Canada  West .  IS  00 

“  “  a  friend  in  do .  1  00 

“  C.  F.  Diehl,  Manheirn  Ev.  Luth.  church  Canada  West. ...  1  00 

«  G.  Weyman,  freight  on  box  paid  by  him .  60 

«  D.  Earhart,  Bethel  4,  Bethesda  5,  St.  Michael’s  4 .  13  00 

“  W.  S.  Emery,  St.  Paul’s  church .  1  00 

“  J.  G.  Ellinger,  Salem  6  68,  Emanuel  2,  St.  John’s  2,  Shive- 

ley’s  1  79 .  12  47 

“  S.  Weills,  N.  Zion  Ev.  Luth  church .  10  00 

“  H.  Reck,  Sunday  school  of  Eng.  Luth  ch.  Birmingham...  8  00 

“  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld,  Worthington  ch .  12  00 

“  J.  B.  Brackenridge,  Jerusalem  5,  Rider’s  2,  Fairview  2. . . .  9  00 

“  L.  M.  Kuhns,  Freeport  10,  St.  Matthews  5 .  15  00 

“  J.  G.  Young’s  charge .  5  00 


§347  28 

Expenditures. 

1853.  Dr. 

Nov.  4.  To  cash  remitted  M.  Buehler,  Treas.  For.  Miss.  Soc....  $134  91 
1S54. 

Apr.  17.  “  *«  “  “  “  ««  “  52  20 

$187  11 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $160  17,  to  be  remitted  to 
the  same  person  immediately  after  Synod. 


Education  Fund. 

1854.  Cr. 

Cash  received  per  Rev.  Weicksel  from  Dempseytown  ch .  $00  50 

Rev.  S.  B.  Lawson,  Shippensville  5,  State  road  12,  Amity  2  50. .  19  50 

«  Charles  Hersh’s  charge .  15  00 

‘  D.  Earhart,  Bethel  4  53,  Bethesda  3  04,  Maysville  1  12,  Boil¬ 
ing  Springs  4  76,  St.  Michael’s  5  60 .  19  05 

*  T.  Steck,  Millerstown  1  35,  Kellersburg  1,  St.  John’s  2 .  4  35 

«  W.  S.  Emery,  St.  Paul’s  church .  1  00 

*  J.  G.  Ellinger,  Salem  5,  Emanuel  1,  St.  John’s  1,  Shiveley’s 

1 .  8  00 

«  H.  Reck,  Birmingham  ch .  4  00 

‘  G.  Bassler,  Prospect  4,  Zelienople  3,  Butler  1 .  8  00 

*  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld,  Worthington  ch  25,  Kittanning  (Eng.) 

«  50  cents .  25  50 

«  J.  B.  Brackenridge,  Jerusalem  2,  Rider’s  1 .  3  00 

*  L.  M.  Kuhns,  Freeport  4,  St.  Matthew’s  3 .  7  00 

‘  J.  G.  Young’s  charge.-* .  10  00 

Anniversary  of  Synodical' Education  Society .  24  36 


Total  of  receipts . $149  26 
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Expenditures. 

TS53.  X)e. 

To  amount  uverdrawn  as  per  minutes  of  last  year . , .  $105  02 

*  Cash  paid  for  tuition  of  M.  S.  by  resolution  of  Synod  in  N. 

Washington... . .  10  00 

4  ‘  Appropriation  to  M.  S.  for  first  half  of  collegiate  year  50  00 


Leaving  a  debt  due  the  treasurer  of  $15  76. 

Ei/nodical  Fund. 

1853.  Cr. 

To  balance  in  treasury  as  per  last  minutes .  $53  11 

‘  cash  paid  for  Rev.  Berkemeyer’s  charge,  Pittsburg .  2  00 

‘  premium  for  specie  sold . 5  00 

1854. 

Rev.  H.  Weicksel’s  charge  . . 2  00 

‘  S.  B.  Lawson  do . 1  65 

D.  Earhart,  Bethel  1,  Boiling  Springs  1,  St.  Michael’s  2  ... .  4  00 

4  A.  Weills’ charge . .. .  .2  51 

*  S.  Weills  do . . . . ... .  3  00 

4  H.  Reck  do . 2  00 

4  G.  Bassler  do . . .  4  87 

4  M.  Valentine. . . 1  00 

4  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld,  Worthington . 3  00 

4  J.  B.  Brackenridge’s  charge .  1  37 

*  L.  M.  Kuhns’  charge  . .  3  00 

4  W.  S.  Emery’s . 3  50 

4  J.  O.  Ellinger’s . 4  91 

4  J.  G.  Young’s . 2  00 

‘  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld,  Zion  1  94,  Christ’s  ch.  1  97 .  3  91 


Total  of  receipts . . . .  $  102  83 

Expenditures. 

1854.  Dr. 

To  amount  of  bill  against  Synodical  academy  by  J.  Armstrong -  $16  25 

“  44  H.  C.  Neinstedt  for  printing  minutes .  78  00 

44  “  Bill  for  minute  book  for  Synod .  4  00 

44  “  Bill  of  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld  for  postage,  freight,  &c.  3  25 

44  44  W.  S.  Emery  for  postage .  1  00 


Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  thirty-three  cents. 


$102  50 
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Widow's  Fund. 

1S53.  Cr. 

To  balance  in  treasury  as  per  last  year’s  minutes .  $84  20 

1854. 

Cash  from  Rev.  H.  Reck,  Birmingham  charge . .  2  OO1 

‘  *  G.  Bassler,  (savings of  Mrs.  B.) .  5  00 

Total  of  receipts . * .  $91  20 

Church  Extension  Fund . 

1853.  Cr. 

To  cash  received  from  Rev.  G.  Bassler,  Zion’s  ch.  3  80,  Prospect 

6  11,  Zelienople  7  96 . ... .  $17  87 

1854.  f  *  Rev.  S.  Weills  from  H.  Adlay . . .  1  00 

Total  of  receipts . . . . . .  $18  87. 
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MINISTERIUM. 


FIRST  SESSION. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  2  o'clock,  May  25,  1854. 

The  first  session  of  the  Ministerium  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod 
was  opened  with  prayer  by  brother  J.  G.  Ellinger.  The  roll 
was  called,  and  the  papers  for  the  Ministerium  were  handed 
in  and  given  to  the  following  committees: 

Committee  No.  1.  J.  G.  Ellinger  and  S.  B.  Lawson. 

“  2.  J.  Fishburn  and  J.  B.  Brackenridge. 

“  3.  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld  and  S.  Weills. 

“  4.  W.  P.  Ruthrauffand  M.  Valentine. 

“  5.  G.  Bassler  and  D.  Earhart. 

On  motion,  Bro.  Jeremiah  H.  Brown  was  admitted  to  ex¬ 
amination  as  a  candidate  for  licensure. 

The  Ministerium  now  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
following  candidates  for  licensure,  viz  :  Bros.  C.  H.  Hersh, 
W7.  H.  Wynn  and  J.  H.  Brown. 

On  motion,  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Bro.  D.  Earhart. 

SECOND  SESSION. 

Friday  Afternoon,  2  o'clock ,  May  26,  1854. 

Ministerium  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Sahm. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Committee  No.  1,  reported  as  follows: 

The  papers  given  into  our  hands  for  examination  are : 

1,  A  certificate  signed  by  the  church  council  of  Bro.  Tuerk’s  charge,  in 
which  they  express  their  entire  satisfaction  with  the  Christian  deportment 
and  ministerial  labors  of  this  brother ;  and  pray  Synod  that  he  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  continue  his  useful  labors  among  them. 

2,  Is  the  journal  of  Bro.  Tuerk,  which  has  been  well  kept,  and  evinces 
great  diligence  and  faithfulness  in  the  performance  of  his  various  duties. 


3,  Is  his  sermon,  on  Matthew  16  :  18;  which  is  well  written,  truly  evan¬ 
gelical,  and  calculated  to  accomplish  much  good. 

Your  committee  greatly  rejoice  in  the  highly  gratifying  testimonials  of 
this  brother,  and  in  view  of  which  they  recommend  him  to  the  favorable  no¬ 
tice  of  the  Ministerium,  and  move  that  his  license  be  renewed  for  one  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

I  J.  G.  ELLINGER, 

S.  B.  LAWSON. 

Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  5. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  of  Bro.  Kuhns,  would 
respectfully  report : 

That  the  documents  consist  of  his  journal,  two  sermons  and  his  certificate 
of  licensure.  The  journal  has  been  kept  concisely,  with  neatness,  and  evi¬ 
dently  with  great  accuracy;  and  manifests  activity  in  the  service  of  the 
Master,  and  faithfulness  as  a  pastor. 

The  sermons  evidence  that  brother  Kuhns  aims  at  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
his  people,  and  seeks  to  be  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed. 

The  sermons  were  not  specially  prepared  for  the  Ministerium,  and  there¬ 
fore  give  a  better  idea  of  his  general  preparation. 

Your  committee  would  express  their  joy  at  the  activity  and  prospects  of 
usefulness  of  this  brother,  and  would  suggest  his  examination  in  view  of  or¬ 
dination. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  BASSLER, 

D.  EARHART. 

Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  3. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  of  Bro.  Hersh,  respect¬ 
fully  report,  that  the  documents  consist  of  his  ad  interim  license,  his  journal 
and  two  fully  written  out  sermons. 

1st.  The  journal  sets  forth  that  he  has  been  diligently  engaged  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord. 

2d.  His  sermons  are  tolerably  well  written,  as  to  matter  and  style,  and 
promise  fair  for  usefulness  in  the  church.  His  orthography  is  without  ex¬ 
ception. 

Your  committee  feel  satisfied  to  recommend  Bro.  Hersh  for  licensure, 
should  his  examination  prove  satisfactory  to  this  Ministerium. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  F.  EHRENFELD, 

S.  WEILLS. 

Adopted. 

The  Ministerium  now  proceeded  with  the  examination  of 
the  candidates  for  licensure,  pending  which  we  adjourned 
with  prayer  by  Bro.  Kuhns,  to  meet  after  preaching  on  to¬ 
morrow  afternoon. 
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THIRD  SESSION. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  4  o'clock ,  May  27,  1S54. 

The  session  opened  with  prayer  by  Bro.  S.  Weills. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  4. 

Your  committee  report  that  the  paper  submitted  to  them  is,  the  sermon  of 
Bro.  Wynn.  His  text  is  John  3:6;  his  theme,  the  nature  of  regeneration. 
In  the  discussion  of  his  subject,  the  author  has  given  evidence  of  correct 
views  upon  this  all  important  theme. 

The  sermon  although  apparently  written  in  great  haste,  evinces  a  talent 
which,  carefully  cultivated,  may  render  its  author  eminently  useful  as  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  word.  A  greater  attention  to  the  leading  points  of  the  subject, 
would  add  to  the  effect;  as  jyoint  and  clearness  are  highly  important  in  ser¬ 
monizing. 

As  Bro.  Wynn  is  now  on  examination,  your  committee  forbear  making  any 
recommendation. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  P.  RUTHRAUFF, 

M.  valentine. 

Adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  2. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  were  handed  the  papers  of  Bro.  Reck,  would 
report  that, 

No.  1  Is  his  journal,  which  is  carefully  kept,  and  manifests  great  fidelity 
and  diligence  in  all  his  pastoral  duties.  He  also  records  much  of  his  own 
experience,  w7hich  is  very  useful  for  reference,  to  himself,  and  may  be  a 
benefit  in  future  to  others. 

Nos.  2  &  3  Are  his  sermons,  which  are  w7ell  written,  and  are  truly  evan¬ 
gelical  and  practical.  They  are  the  breathings  of  a  soul  filled  with  the  love 
of  Jesus,  and  w’ell  calculated  to  advance  the  welfare  of  precious  souls. 

Nos.  4  &  5  Are  sketches  of  sermons  which  manifest  a  very  respectable 
knowledge  of  homiletics. 

No.  6  Is  his  certificate  of  licensure,  which  now’  expires. 

Your  committee  move  that  brother  Keck’s  license  be  renewed  for  one  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  FISHBURN, 

J.  B.  BRACKENRIDGE. 

Adopted. 

Bro.  Y.  L.  Conrad,  having  been  a  licentiate  over  the  time 
required  by  the  constitution  of  this  Synod,  was,  on  motion, 
admitted  to  examination  with  reference  to  ordination. 

The  candidates  for  ordination  having  been  added  to  the 
candidates  for  licensure,  the  examination  was  continued,  and 
finally  concluded,  when  it  was,  on  motion, 
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Resolved ,  That  the  examination,  so  far  as  the  candidates 
for  ordination  are  concerned,  be  sustained. 

Resolved ,  That  the  examination  of  the  candidates  for  li¬ 
censure  be  also  sustained. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  ordination  and  licensure  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  candidates  take  place  to-morrow  (Sabbath)  evening  af¬ 
ter  preaching. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Bro.  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld. 

FOURTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Afternoon,  2  o'clock,  May  29,  1854. 

The  Ministerium  was  opened  with  prayer  by  brother  D. 
Earhart. 

Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  6. 

The  paper  referred  to  your  committee  is  a  letter  from  the  “Forks  Congre¬ 
gation”  in  Armstrong  county,  in  which  they  prefer  certain  charges  of  a  doc¬ 
trinal  character,  against  the  Rev.  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld,  and  ask  the  assistance  of 
Synod  in  the  investigation  of  the  same. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  three  clerical  brethren  be  appoint¬ 
ed  a  committee,  to  proceed  to  the  place  and  investigate  the  difficulty,  and 
endeavor  to  settle  the  same,  and  restore  peace  and  harmony,  if  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  WEILLS, 

H.  C.  KAHLER. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  following  persons  appoint¬ 
ed  as  said  committee,  viz :  Revs.  G.  Bassler,  J.  G.  Ellinger, 
and  W.  S.  Emery. 

It  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  tendered  to  the 
congregation  and  citizens  of  Adamsburg,  at  the  close  of  the 
services  this  evening,  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality  towards 
the  members  of  this  body,  during  our  sojourn  in  their  midst. 

On  motion,  the  ministerium  adjourned  finally,  with  prayer 
by  Bro.  Bassler. 

A.  C.  EHRENFELD, 

Secretary^ 
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Anniversary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Pittsburg 
Synod  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Church. 

Saturday  Evening,  May  27, 1854. 

The  society  met,  and  was  opened  by  the  Missionary  Presi¬ 
dent.  A  hymn  was  sung,  and  prayer  was  then  offered  by 
Bro.  G.  Bassler. 

The  Missionary  President  now  read  some  extracts  from  his 
annual  report,  setting  forth  the  condition  of  the  missions  un¬ 
der  our  care. 

The  Rev.  H.  Ziegler,  having  been  invited,  now  addressed 
the  meeting,  after  which  the  members  of  Synod  paid  in  their 
annual  contributions  as  follows: 

Revs.  G.  Bassler,  J.  B.  Brackenridge,  J.  A.  Nuner,  W.  P. 
Ruthrauff,  F.  Zimmerman,  W.  Berkemeyer,  C.  H.  Hersh,  J. 
Fishburn,  II.  C.  Kahler,  H.  Weicksel,  VV.  A.  Passavant,  M. 
Schweigert,  L.  M.  Kuhns,  T.  Steck,  J.  K.  Melhorn,T2.  Brown, 
H.  Reck,  W.  H.  Wynn,  M.  Valentine,  W.  S.  Emery,  S.  B. 
Lawson,  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld,  J.  G.  Ellinger,  S.  Weills,  and  Mes¬ 
srs.  Henry  Schield,  Levi  Krebbs,  N.  Geyer,  A.  H.  Waters,  L. 
Keen,  Daniel  Hill,  Salem  Hill,  H.  Ringle,  John  Kuhns,  J. 
Williams,  H.  Ruthrauff,  and  J.  Snyder,  each  $1,00.  Mr. 
Lewis  Roth  $1,50,  Rev.  A.  Weills  $2,00,  Rev.  D.  Earhart 
and  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld  each  $2,50,  Rev.  V.  L.  Conrad  $5,00, 
and  Cash  5  cents,  making  in  all  $49,55.  , 

The  amount  collected  from  the  congregation  during  Synod, 
and  reported  by  the  pastor,  for  this  subject  was  $52,00. 

The  congregation  was  dismissed,  and  the  society  adjourned 
with  prayer. 
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The  First  Anniversary  of  the  Beneficiary  Education  Society 

of  the  Pittsburg  Synod. 

Monday  Evening,  May  29,  1854. 

The  meeting  having  been  duly  opened,  the  Rev.  H.  Reck, 
as  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  meeting  of  Synod,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  meeting.  The  Rev.  H.  Ziegler,  agent  of  the  Pa¬ 
rent  Education  Society,  succeeded  him  in  his  usually  practical 
and  interesting  style. 

The  following  members  then  handed  in  their  contributions, 
viz: 

Revs.  W.  S.  Emery,  G.  Bassler,  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld,  F.  Zim¬ 
merman,  W.  Berkemeyer,  D.  Earhart,  M.  Valentine,  V.  L. 
Conrad,  C.  H.  Hersh,  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld,  J.  G.  Ellinger,  S. 
Weills,  T.  Steck,  M.  Schweigert,  S.  B.  Lawson,  H.  Reck,  L. 
M.  Kuhns,  W.  A.  Pass^Tant,  and  Messrs.  J.  E.  Kaster  and  H. 
Ruthrauff  each  $1,00;  also  Rev.  H.  Weicksel  and  Mr.  John 


Williams,  50  cents  each  ;  making  in  all  $21  00 

Collected  in  the  congregation  4  41 


Total,  $25  41 

The  following  pledges  were  given  in  by  different  members 
for  the  ensuing  year : 

Rev.  A.  C.  Ehrenfeld,  for  his  charge,  -  -  $30  00 

“  F.  Zimmerman, . 5  00 

“  W.  Berkemeyer, . 5  00 

“  D.  Earhart, .  50  00 

“  J.  Fishburn,  -  -  -  -  -  5  00 

“  C.  H.  Hersh,  -  -  -  -  -  -  25  00 

“  J-  G.  Ellinger,  -  -  .  -  -  -  15  00 

“  IT.  Weicksel,  -  -  -  -  -  -  5  00 

“  T.  Steck,  -  -  -  -  -  .  -  5  00 

“  M.  Schweigert, . 5  00 


Total,  $150  00 


On  motion,  the  society  adjourned  with  prayer. 

A.  C.  EHRENFELD, 

Secretary 

t- 


Preaching  During  the  Meeting  of  Synod. 

'The  following  brethren  preached,  viz: 

].  Rev.  W.  S.  Emery,  on  Thursday  evening,  (Synodical 
sermon.) 

2.  Rev.  J.  J.  Suman,  on  Friday  evening. 

3.  Rev.  H.  C.  Kahler,  German,  and  ^  On  Saturday,  (Pre- 

4.  Rev.  J.  K.  Melhorn,  English,  3  paratory  sermons.) 

5.  Rev.  W.  Berkemeyer,  German,  ^_On  Sabbath  morning 

6.  Rev.  V.  L.  Conrad,  English,  S  before  communion. 

7.  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  on  Sabbath  evening,  after  which 
the  Revs.  L.  M.  Kuhns  and  V.  L.  Conrad  were  solemnly  set 
apart  to  the  gospel  ministry,  by  the  rite  of  ordination,  by  the 
Ministerium. 

The  Revs.  C.  H.  Hersh,  W.  H.  Wynn,  and  J.  H.  Brown 
were  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  for  one  year. 

On  Sabbath  afternoon,  after  the  English  discourse,  the  Syn¬ 
od  united  with  the  congregation  in  the  celebration  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  How  delightful  the  privilege,  to  meet  as  a 
Synod,  at  least  once  a  year,  around  the  table  of  our  common 
Lord,  and  unite  in  celebrating  the  dying  love  of  our  ascended 
Lord.  May  we  all  be  spared  by  a  kind  providence  during  the 
coming  year,  to  meet  again,  at  the  time  and  place  stated  above. 

1  A.  C.  EHRENFELD, 

Secretary. 


APPENDIX*. 

of  the  Committee  on  Ministerial  Salary. 

That  “  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  ”  is  a  principle  which  if  equally 
true  in  its  reference  to  the  merchant,  the  mechanic,  the  husbandman,  the 
lawyer,  the  physician  and  the  divine.  Whilst  it  is  acknowledged  by  all,  that 
those  who  labor  to  benefit  us  in  a  temporal  respect,  should  be  suitably  remu¬ 
nerated  for  their  services,  it  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  the  same  sentiment 
does  not  generally  prevail  in  regard  to  those  who  minister  unto  us  in  spiritual 
things.  No  duty  is  more  explicitly  set  forth,  or  more  positively  enjoined  in 
the  Bible,  than  that  of  adequately  supporting  the  minister  of  the  gospel. 
Under  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  the  Priests  and  Levites  were  maintained  by 
the  contributions  of  the  people.  “  And  the  Lord  spake  to  Aaron,  Behold,  I 
have  given  the  children  of  Levi  all  the  tenth  in  Israel,  for  an  inheritance,  lor 
their  service  which  they  serve,  even  the  service  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  con- 


gfegatlon.”  “  Take  heed  to  thyself  that  thou  forsake  not  the  Levite  so  long 
as  thou  livest  upon  the  earth.”  Under  the  new  dispensation,  this  principle 
was  ratified  by  our  Savior.  When  commissioning  his  apostles,  he  said  “pro¬ 
vide  neither  gold  nor  silver,  nor  brass  in  your  purses;  no  scrip  for  your 
journey;  neither  two  coats,  neither  shoes,  nor  yet  staves;  for  the  workman 
is  worthy  of  his  meat.”  When  he  subsequently  commissioned  and  sent  forth 
the  seventy,  he  gave  them  similar  instructions,  “for  the  laborer  is  worthy  of 
his  hire.”  This  principle  was  also  enforceu  by  the  cogent  arguments  of  an 
inspired  apostle  :  Do  ye  not  know  that  they  which  minister  about  holy  things, 
live  of  the  things  of  the  temple,  and  they  which  wait  at  the  altar  are  partak¬ 
ers  with  the  altar?  Even  so  hath  the  Lord  ordained  that  they  which  preach 
the  gospel,  should  live  of  the  gospel.” 

The  minister  has  a  right  to  a  maintenance  also  upon  the  principles  of  na¬ 
tural  equity.  The  soldier  who  fights  for  his  country,  and  is  thereby  pre¬ 
vented  from  attending  to  his  private  concerns,  has  his  charges  borne  by  the 
State.  The  person  employed  in  planting  a  vineyard,  is  allowed  a  support 
from  its  produce  ;  and  he  who  tends  a  flock,  to  use  of  the  milk  of  the  flock. 
And  would  it  be  equitable  to  refuse  them  this  recompense  for  their  labor? 
Ought  not,  therefore,  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who  give  up  other  pros¬ 
pects  of  supporting  themselves  and  their  families,  that  they  may  promote  the 
spiritual  good  of  others,  to  be  maintained  by  them  in  a  decent  and  comforta¬ 
ble  manner  ? 

The  faithful  minister  also  gives  more  than  an  equivalent  for  what  he  re¬ 
ceives.  His  temporal  wTants  are  supplied  to  a  greater  or  less  extent;  and  for 
this  he,  under  God,  imparts  tije  gospel  with  all  its  hopes  and  consolations. 
He  seeks  to  acquaint  his  people  with  God;  to  instruct  their  children;  to 
guide  them  in  the  path  of  comfort  and  peace  ;  to  raise  them  from  the  degra¬ 
dations  of  idolatry  and  sin;  and  to  open  before  them  the  hope  of  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  just.  If  he  thus  sow’  unto  them  spiritual  things,  is  it  a  great 
thing  if  he  reap  their  carnar  things  ?  If  men  cheerfully  pay  the  physician, 
the  lawyer,  or  the  school-master,  because  they  suppose  that  they  receive  an 
equivalent  for  their  money,  should  they  not  provide  their  minister,  under  all 
circumstances,  with  a  livelihood?  Are  not  individuals,  families  and  commu¬ 
nities,  as  certainly  benefited  by  the  labors  of  a  faithful  pastor,  as  by  the  skill 
of  the  physician,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  lawyer  and  of  the  preceptor?  Are 
not  the  affairs  of  the  soul  and  eternity  as  important  as  those  of  time  and  the 
welfare  of  the  body  ?  Ought  not  the  minister,  who  “vrathes  for  our  souls, ,r 
to  be  as  cheerfully  and  amply  compensated  as  the  doctor  who  cares  for  our 
bodies,  or  the  lawye^  who  cares  for  our  fortune  ? 

But  all  we  desire  is,  to  “live  of  the  gospel.”  This,  perhaps,  one-fourth 
of  our  ministers  cannot  do,  especially  as  markets  have  been  very  high,  and 
seem  likely  to  remain  thus  for  some  time.  Many  who  had  a  competency  a 
year  since,  are  now  compelled  to  suffer  or  go  in  debt,  because  the  expenses 
of  living  are  greater  by  at  least  one-third.  “High  prices”  and  the  “expense 
of  living,”  is  all  the  talk,  and  whilst  clerks  and  mechanics  are  receiving 
high  er  salaries,  the  poor  minister  is  permitted  to  drag  along  as  he  best  can  ; 
or  if  any  consolation  be  given  him,  it  is  the  gentle  hint  that  economy  wmuld 
make  his  means  reach  farther !  But  how%  we  ask,  is  he  to  economize  more 
than  at  present  ? 

While  the  minister  is  to  be  provided  with  “food  and  raiment,”  he  should 
also  have  a  comfortable  house.  Under  the  Jewish  dispensation  God  had  as¬ 
signed  for  the  habitation  of  the  Priests  and  Levites,  forty-eight  cities,  with 
fields,  pastures,  and  gardens,  in  addition  to  the  tithes  and  first  fruits.  Thus 
also  ministers  under  the  gospel  dispensation  should  have  “habitations.”  And 
that  they  may  not  be  compelled,  because  of  high  rents,  to  live  in  any  illy- 
located,  unhealthy  and  incommodious  house,  or  be  subjected  to  the  caprice 
of  landlords,  and  be  liable  to  be  “turned  out”  at  any  time,  spacious  and  com¬ 
fortable  pastor’s  houses  should  be  erected  at  the  most  eligible  and  desirable 
place  in  each  charge.  Then  the  fluctuations  in  markets,  and  especially  the 
rise  of  rents  in  cities  and  large  towns,  wmuld  not  affect  him  so  much.  Some 
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charges  in  our  church  have  of  late  commenced  the  work,  and  have  set  an 
example  well-deserving  of  general  imitation.  We  sincerely  trust  that  a 
praiseworthy  emulation  may  be  excited  in  our  Synods  in  reference  to  this 
matter,  so  that  ere  long  every  regular  charge  shall  have  its  parsonage. 

Now  what  hope  have  we  that  this  appeal  shall  not  only  be  heard,  but  also 
obeyed,  so  far  as  practicable?  Remember,  it  is  an  express  injunction  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  ;  and  if  it  is  a  command  it 
should  be  obeyed  just  as  much  as  any  other  law  of  the  Redeemer.  If  the 
Lord  hath  ordained  it,  then  the  minister  is  entitled  to  a  support,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  not  at  liberty  to  withhold  it.  The  salary  of  the  minister,  therefore, 
should  not  be  regarded  as  a  gift,  but  as  a  debt,  which  should  be  as  conscien¬ 
tiously  paid  as  the  bill  of  the  physician,  the  account  of  the  merchant,  and  the 
fee  of  the  lawyer. 

Further:  The  fact  that  he  “cannot  serve  God  and  Mammon, ,r  nor  feed 
upon  the  wind,  is  another  leason  why  his  wants  should  be  supplied  by  those 
whom  he  serves.  If  he  must  toil  fora  living  his  mind  will  be  distracted  and 
his  heart  become  cold.  From  his  worldly  pursuits,  he  will  enter  the  pulpit 
like  a  strong  man  shorn  of  his  strength,  and  will  offer  in  sacrifice,  the  sick, 
the  lame  and  the  blind.  He  has  duties  as  a  preacher,  that  would  give  scope 
to  the  powers  of  the  tallest  angel,  and  shall  he,  a  frail  man,  pretend  ade¬ 
quately  to  discharge  those  duties  with  a  meagre  portion  of  his  time,  and  a 
fraction  of  his  thoughts  ?  How  can  he  “study  to  show  himself  approved 
unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the 
word  of  truth,  giving  to  each  hearer  his  portion  in  due  season?”  How  can 
he  “do  the  work  of  an  Evangelist,  and  make  full  proof  of  his  ministry 
howcan  he  be  a  faithful  “shepherd  ami  bishops”  how  can  he  “bring  out  of 
his  treasures,  things  new  and  old if  he  have  not  a  competency  that  his 
mind  may  be  free  from  the  perplexing  inquiries,  “What  shall  we  eat?”  and 
“Wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed?”  How  can  he  give  all  his  time,  talents, 
wisdom  and  energies  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  if  these  must  also  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  securing  the  necessaries  of  life  ?  Is  it  not  enough  for  him  if  he 
“endure  hardness  for  Christ?”  or  must  he  also  toil  that  he  may  not  famish 
with  hunger,  or  perish  with  nakedness  ? 

But  what  is  a  competent  support?  We  answer,  a  comfortable  habitation 
and  decent  apparel ;  the  ability  to  educate  his  children  ;  to  purchase  books, 
for  he  must  “give  attendance  to  reading;*’  to  be  an  example  of  liberality, 
for  as  a  bishop,  he  must  “be  given  to  hospitality.”  He  should  also  be  able 
to  take  an  occasional  journey  for  health  and  improvement,  and  if  possible  to 
lay  up  something  for  his  wife  and  children,  in  anticipation  of  his  decease.  If 
he  is  to  discharge  all  these  duties,  it  is  imperatively  necessary  that  he  have 
more  than  “food  and  raiment.” 

Are  you,  Christian  reader,  favored  with  the  services  of  a  faithful  and  de¬ 
voted  pastor,  how  do  you  evince  your  gratitude  ?  Do  you  seek  to  increase 
his  usefulness  by  anticipating  his  wants,  by  sustaining  him  in  trials,  and  by 
rendering  his  situation  comfortable  ?  If  you  subscribe  liberally  to  his  sup¬ 
port,  are  you  punctual  in  payment?  Or  do  you  forget  that  the  minister  must 
have  something  more  substantial  than  promises.  Many  a  one  has  been  under 
the  painful  necessity  of  disappointing  his  creditors,  because  his  church  failed 
to  fulfil  their  solemn  engagements.  Oh  !  permit  not  the  reputation  of  your 
pastor  to  be  thus  sullied,  and  religion  dishonored  by  your  culpable  neglect! 

“If  you  regard  your  own  spiritual  interests,  if  you  would  promote  the  pre¬ 
sent  and  future  welfare  of  your  families,  if  you  can  feel  the  claims  of  patri¬ 
otism  and  philanthropy,  if  you  would  yield  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and 
common  justice,  if  you  would  obey  the  positive  command  of  God,  and  the 
express  injunction  of  Jesus  Christ,  enforced  by  the  powerful  reasoning  of 
an  inspired  apostle,  if  you  would  imitate  the  pious  example  of  the  primitive 
Christians,  if  you  would  be  moved  by  the  piercing  cries  of  a  dying  world,  and 
would  be  instrumental  in  saving  souls  from  death,  encourage  the  heart  and 
strengthen  the  hands  of  your  minister,  by  promptly  and  cheerfully  affording 
him  a  competent  support.” 


Report  of  the  Missionary  President 

of  the  Pittsburg  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod. 

The  President,  after  giving  an  account  of  his  official  visits  to  several  of  the 
missions,  especially  to  those  in  Canada,  during  the  past  year,  read  the  follow¬ 
ing  exhibit  of  the  different  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Synod: 

1.  Pittsburg  German  Mission. — Rev.  W.  Berkemeyer,  Missionary.  Three 
years  have  just  elapsed  since  the  organization,  by  the  Committee,  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  German  flock  in  Pittsburg,  with  six  members.  The  details  of  their  early 
and  continued  struggles  since  then,  are  familiar  to  the  brethren,  and  their 
present  condition  affords  a  most  encouraging  evidence  of  success  in  the  work 
of  evangelization  among  our  immigrant  population.  During  the  past  year, 
about  five  hundred  dollars  have  been  collected  by  the  congregation,  to  reduce 
their  heavy  church  debt,  and  a  spirit  of  enterprise  has  been  awakened,  which 
promises  the  best  results  for  the  future.  The  number  of  communicants  is 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;  the  congregation  having  added  ten  from  sister 
churches,  and  seventeen  by  confirmation.  An  excellent  parochial  school  is 
exerting  its  beneficial  influence  in  the  congregation,  and  a  Sunday  School  of 
fifty  scholars  is  kept  up  with  much  spirit.  The  second  payment  on  the 
church  has  recently  been  met  by  loans  among  the  members,  and  a  deed  been 
obtained  for  their  neat  and  convenient  church.  It  is  confidently  believed 
that  if  this  interest  receive  the  fostering  care  of  Synod  for  a  year  or  so  long¬ 
er,  this  church  will  become  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  Synod,  and  will 
repay  four  fold  all  that  the  Missionary  Society  has  done  for  its  support.  A 
second  congregation  connected  with  this  mission,  is  a  small  German  church 
six  miles  from  the  city,  on  the  Brownsville  road,  which  is  in  a  united  and 
hopeful  condition.  A  German  congregation  in  East  Liberty,  five  miles  from 
the  city,  has  also  been  supplied  by  our  Missionary  for  some  months  past,  so 
that  the  way  is  gradually  preparing  for  the  organization  of  a  new  German 
Mission  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg — a  most  desirable  result,  and  one  becom¬ 
ing  necessary,  in  order  to  preach  the  gospel  to  our  dispersed  German  emi¬ 
grants  in  the  neighborhood,  many  of  whom  are  wholly  indifferent  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  religion. 

2.  Wheeling  German  Mission. — Rev.  F.  Zimmerman,  Missionary.  The 
Church  in  Wheeling  has  had  many  and  painful  conflicts  with  the  enemies  of 
God  and  man,  during  the  past  year,  also — but  there  have  been  peace  and 
union  within,  in  the  midst  of  the  rage  of  the  ungodly  and  the  wicked.  Out 
of  a  German  population  of  upwards  of  three  thousand,  it  may  be  affirmed 
with  truth,  that  more  than  three-fourths  seldom  enter  a  church,  and  have,  to 
a  great  extent,  lost  even  the  historical  faith  of  Christianity.  An  infidel  press, 
and  the  whole  force  of  the  socialistic  clubs  is  arrayed  against  the  gospel — - 
but  notwithstanding-all  opposing  influences,  the  church  is  increasing,  and  it 
is  hoped  will  soon  be  able  to  commence  their  proposed  house  of  worship. 
The  Sunday  and  Parochial  Schools  have  been  continued  during  the  year  with 
encouragii  g  success — and  their  Missionary  Society  has  likewise  remitted  a 


donation  of  twenty-one  dollars  to  our  treasury.  During  the  year,  fifty-five 
children  were  baptized,  twenty  confirmed,  twenty-nine  were  received  from 
sister  churches,  and  the  number  of  communicants  now,  reaches  nearly  two 
hundred  persons. 

3  &  4.  Mercer  and  Shenango  Missions. — Although  vigorous  efforts  were 
made  to  procure  pastors  for  these  missions  through  the  past  year,  our  only 
reliance  was  on  such  supplies  as  the  committee  could  procure.  The  Rev. 
H.  Reck,  with  much  inconvenience  to  himself,  visited  them  several  times, 
and  in  many  ways  labored  diligently  for  the  welfare  of  these  infant  churches. 
For  some  months  past,  they  have  been  supplied  every  third  week  bv  Bro.  J. 
Brown,  an  applicant  for  license  at  this  session  of  Synod,  and  we  are  happy 
to  add,  his  labors  have  been  very  acceptable  to  the  people.  It  is  proposed 
by  the  churches  at  Mercer,  Amity,  and  Fayetteville  (near  Wilmington)  to 
form  a  pastoral  district,  and  give  Bio.  Brown  a  call,  should  his  examination 
be  sustained  by  Synod.  This  would  afford  a  fine  field  for  usefulness,  and  it 
is  believed,  will  ere  long  become  a  self-sustaining  charge.  The  Shenango 
Mission  would  then  embrace  New  Castle,  Edenburg,  and  Enon  Valley,  with, 
perhaps  another  station.  In  New  Castle,  those  of  our  members  preferring 
the  English  language,  have  rented  and  fitted  up  a  comfortable  hall  for  church 
services,  and  we  believe,  have  established  a  Sunday  School.  At  Enon  Val¬ 
ley,  on  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  a  lot  is  offered  for  a  Lutheran 
church,  and  several  members  of  our  communion  made  it  their  home.  It  is 
believed,  that  if  the  Mercer  mission  can  be  provided  for  in  the  above  way, 
the  remaining  field  can  be  supplied  in  connection  with  another  district,  which 
is  accessible  by  the  Rail  Road.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  although  we  have 
no  increase  to  report  on  these  missions,  the  prospects  for  the  future  appear 
more  encouraging  than  at  any  previous  period  since  their  vacancy. 

5.  Venango  Mission. — This  mission  has  been  under  the  care  of  Rev.  H. 
Weicksel  during  the  past  year  also,  and  although  there  has  been  no  special 
interest,  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  has  not  been  in  vain.  The  new  church 
at  Franklin  is  progressing  slowly  for  want  of  funds.  It  is  under  roof,  and 
could  soon  be  finished,  were  but  a  small  amount  of  aid  extended.  At  this 
place  eleven  persons  have  been  added  to  the  church.  At  Zion’s  Church, 
Cranberry  township,  there  have  been  four  adult  baptisms  and  one  confirma¬ 
tion,  but  no  further  extension  or  increase  of  interest.  The  congregation  at 
Dempseytown  is  increasing,  and  we  are  happy  to  learn,  have  taken  measures 
to  pay  off  their  church  debt.  A  hopeful  class  of  twelve  catechumens  is  un¬ 
der  the  instruction  of  the  Missionary.  The  Centre  church  greatly  needs  a 
house  of  worship,  but  is  still  in  a  growing  condition,  several  additions  hav¬ 
ing  been  made  to  the  membership.  A  new  church  of  fourteen  members  has 
been  organized  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  on  the  ruins  of  the  old  St.  James’  congrega¬ 
tion,  with  encouraging  prospects  of  increase.  The  labors  of  the  Missionary 
during  the  year  have  been  faithful  and  untiring,  and  while  there  are  many 
discouragements,  the  progress  of  the  truth  is  not  without  pleasing  evidences 
of  the  divine  favor. 

(>.  Sandy  Lake  Mission. — Rev.  E.  Rathbun,  Missionary.  We  regret,  that 
ow'ing  to  the  ill  health  of  Bro.  R.,  services  were  not  held  at  Sandy  Lake, 
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thus  leaving  them  unsupplied,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  sermon 
by  Bro.  Weicksel.  At  New  Lebanon,  the  people  are  building  a  neat  and 
comfortable  house  of  worship,  and  the  church  appears  to  be  slowly  gather¬ 
ing,  both  in  membership  and  strength.  It  is  highly  necessary  that  some  one 
be  appointed  to  labor  at  these  two  places,  and  such  other  stations  as  might 
be  formed  in  the  vicinity.  Bro.  Rathbun  having  signified  his  resignation  of 
the  mission. 

7.  Crawford  Mission. — We  are  happy  to  mention  that  this  mission,  which, 
for  tw7o  years  past,  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  J.  Nuner,  continues 
to  be  self-sustaining,  and  is  in  a  hopeful  state.  During  the  past  year,  a  com¬ 
fortable  parsonage  has  been  erected  in  Klecknerville,  the  church  greatly  im¬ 
proved,  and  a  fine  bell  purchased  for  its  use.  At  the  station  in  Hayfield 
township,  the  corner  stone  of  an  Ev.  Luth.  Church  was  laid  on  the  third  of 
this  month,  at  which  place  the  prospects  for  a  respectable  congregation  are 
quite  encouraging. 

8.  Armstrong  and  Butler  Missions. — Rev.  Th.  Steck,  Missionary.  This  is 
a  new7  district  which  was  formed  at  our  last  Synod,  for  the  relief  of  several 
small  churches  in  Butler,  Clarion,  and  Armstrong  Cos.,  too  far  removed  from 
the  neighboring  charge.  The  appointments  at  Millerstown,  The  Western, 
Limestone,  Smithland,  and  Kellersburg,  have  been  regularly  filled,  except 
when  the  Missionary  has  been  unable  to  cross  the  Allegheny,  but  the  long 
and  difficult  rides,  and  the  excessive  labors  of  supplying  the  vacant  churches 
of  the  Licking  charge,  have  proved  too  much  for  the  health  of  Bro.  Steck, 
and  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  ceasing  altogether  from  public  speaking 
and  traveling,  in  the  hope  of  recovering.  At  Limestone,  the  people  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  erection  of  a  church,  thus  supplying  a  want  which  has  long 
been  felt  in  that  neighborhood.  At  Milleistow’n,  a  neat  parsonage  is  nearly 
finished  and  ready  for  occupancy.  The  state  of  things  at  the  Western,  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  very  fluctuating,  and  promises  nothing  permanent.  At  Kellers¬ 
burg  and  Smithland,  the  heavy  liabilities  have  been  removed,  and  the  church 
at  the  former  place  has  been  finished  and  consecrated.  A  great  preparatory 
wmrk  has  been  done  at  all  these  places,  so  that  if  a  faithful  laborer  can  be  se¬ 
cured,  the  prospects  of  the  future  cannot  be  otherwise  than  good. 

9.  Beaver  County  German  Mission. — Rev.  H.  C.  Kahler,  Missionary.  This 
district,  which  until  now,  has  embraced  parts  of  three  counties,  will  require 
some  changes  to  be  made,  owing  to  the  resignation,  by  the  Missionary,  of 
the  German  Church  at  New  Castle  and  Wurtemberg,  in  Lawrence  Co.  At 
the  former  place,  the  congregation  has  succeeded  in  releiving  the  church  of 
its  embarrassment,  and  now  hold  it  under  the  provisions  of  their  charter  in 
fee  simple.  The  conduct  of  many  of  the  newly  arrived  Germans,  has  how¬ 
ever,  been  of  such  a  character,  that  the  hope  of  future  establishment  is  ex¬ 
tremely  discouraging.  The  same  is  the  case  at  Bridgewater,  where,  in  the 
absence  of  a  charter,  the  constitution  has  been  violently  set  aside,  and  a  so 
called  “vereinigte,;>  minister  elected  over  the  regular  pastor.  Fortunately, 
however,  the  church  is  held  as  personal  property  by  one  of  the  old  congre¬ 
gation,  who  adheres  to  the  constitution  and  measures  which  have  just  been 
taken  by  the  Missionary  President,  to  secure  it  for  the  use  of  a  Lutheran 
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church,  hereafter  to  be  incorporated.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Synod  to 
stand  by  our  Missionary,  and  the  handful  who  still  remain  firm  to  the  faith  of 
the  gospel,  for  only  in  this  way  can  the  congregation  become  a  permanent 
and  prosperous  one.  The  churches  at  St.  Peters  and  Trinity  have  been 
considerably  strengthened  during  the  year;  at  the  former  eleven  were  con¬ 
firmed,  and  fifteen  at  the  latter.  At  Freedom  and  the  plains,  the  congrega¬ 
tions  appear  to  be  in  a  prosperous  and  united  state.  And  with  the  excep¬ 
tions  first  mentioned,  the  mission  is  in  an  encouraging  condition. 

10.  Vaughan  and  Toronto  Mission,  Canada  West. — In  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Diehl  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  resign  this  mission, 
where  he  so  long  and  efficiently  labored,  to  accept  a  call  from  churches  in 
Wellington  district,  to  prevent  his  work  from  being  scattered.  The  Rev.  J. 
Fishburn  kindly,  and  with  much  inconvenience  to  himself,  consented  to  sup¬ 
ply  them  for  the  present,  and  under  his  labors,  we  are  happy  to  add,  there 
have  been  cheering  evidences  of  the  divine  blessing  upon  this  arrangement. 
The  German  Lutheran  congregation  in  Toronto,  has  enjoyed  the  continued 
care  and  kindness  of  Mr.  Van  Der  Smisen,  (a  member  of  a  sister  church,) 
who  has  done  much  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  Germans,  by  reading  a 
sermon  to  our  little  flock  in  t hal  city  on  those  Sundays  when  the  Missionary 
does  not  preach  there.  A  church  edifice  is  highly  necessary,  and  the  breth¬ 
ren  are  looking  out  for  a  suitable  lot,  so  that  when  the  German  population 
increases,  a  church  edifice  may  be  erected.  The  church  in  Vaughan  town¬ 
ship  remains  much  in  the  same  condition  as  in  our  last  report.  Th,e  attend¬ 
ance  is  improving,  and  the  prospects  for  the  future  are  encouraging.  Bro. 
Fishburn  has  occasionally  visited  a  new  station  in  the  village  of  Clineburg, 
on  the  Humber  river,  and  reports  prospects  favorable  for  the  organization  of 
a  church,  and  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship.  Could  the  services  of  a 
district  laborer  be  obtained  for  these  three  places,  he  would  find  sullicient 
labor  to  occupy  all  his  time.  Until  this  can  be  done,  Bro.  Fishburn  has  giv¬ 
en  the  Committee  to  understand  that  he  will  supply  the  mission,  so  long  as 
his  strength  will  permit. 

11.  Murkham  Mission,  Canada  West. — Rev.J.  Fishburn,  Missionary.  The 
increase  on  this  mission  has  been  gradual,  and  it  is  thought  sure  and  encour- 
aging,  in  view  of  their  long  and  painful  vacancy.  The  old  St.  John’s  con¬ 
gregation  has  been  strengthened  by  an  addition  of  eight  members,  so  that  it 
numbers  forty-seven  communicants.  The  new  church  in  Buttonville,  refer¬ 
red  to  in  our  last  report,  has  since  been  completed,  and  was  solemnly  conse- 
ciated  to  the  worship  of  Jehovah  on  the  21st  of  May.  It  is  a  neat  structure 
of  frame,  thirty-five  by  forty-live  in  size,  and  i9  wholly  free  of  debt.  There 
are  consequently  two  churches,  but  one  congregation,  and  both  are  attended 
by  the  same  people,  however,  in  different  parts  of  the  day,  the  distance  be¬ 
tween  them  being  only  a  few  miles.  Nothing  special  is  reported  ol  the  sta¬ 
tion  at  Pickering,  as  it  was  not  possible  for  Bro.  F.  to  devote  much  time  to 
this  place,  owing  to  the  multiplying  of  other  engagements. 

12.  Waterloo  Mission,  Canada  West. — Rev.  E.  Wur9ter,  Missionary.  With 
the  consent  of  the  Committee,  Petersburg  and  Manheim  were  detached  from 
this  to  a  new  mission,  leaving  Waterloo  village  the  only  station  comprising 
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this  mission.  At  our  conference  in  Canada,  Bro.  Wurster  expressed  himself 
satisfied,  that  such  an  arrangement  would  be  the  only  one  which  his  health 
would  permit,  and  that  the  people  would  undertake  his  support  for  the  future. 
The  attendance  and  attention  continues  good.  In  the  Waterloo  church,  the 
number  of  communicants  is  about  one  hundred — nineteen  of  whom  were 
confirmed  during  the  past  year.  The  general  result  of  Bro.  Wursters  labors 
is  believed  to  be  happy,  and  while  theie  are  some  things  in  the  congregation 
which  it  wmuld  be  desirable  were  otherwise,  there  has  been  a  visible  reform¬ 
ation  in  the  lives  of  many,  which  awaken  the  hope  of  a  better  day. 

13.  Ellice  Mission,  Canada  West. — Rev.  F.  W.  Tuerk,  Missionary.  Ow¬ 
ing  to  the  sickness  of  his  family,  Bro.  Tuerk  was  unable  to  proceed  to  this 
new7  field,  until  several  months  after  our  last  Synod.  The  situation  of  the 
church  in  Ellice  township,  w7as  found  by  him,  in  a  condition  which  cannot 
be  described.  There  was  neither  discipline,  constitution  or  order  of  any 
kind,  and  the  people  were  parted  and  scattered  by  the  sects  and  the  great  en¬ 
emy  of  souls.  The  details  of  his  trials  and  struggles  from  time  to  time, 
were  deeply  affecting,  and  already,  a  faithful  God  has  fulfilled  his  promises 
in  a  blessed  charge,  which  has  taken  place  in  this  long  neglected  settlement. 
Already,  the  rough  habits  of  many  are  passing  awray  under  the  influence  of 
the  gospel,  and  in  a  number  of  instances,  it  is  believed,  that  genuine  conver¬ 
sions  have  taken  place.  An  interesting  class  of  nineteen  young  persons,  who 
had  attended  a  course  of  instruction  since  December,  w7as  confirmed  on  the 
23d  of  April.  A  subscription  has  also  been  made  for  the  erection  of  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  house,  which  will  be  completed  this  summer.  We  notice  with  pleasure, 
a  liberal  collection  for  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  from  this  church,  as  the 
first  fruits  of  the  gospel  among  them.  The  number  of  baptisms  during  Bro. 
T’s.  residence  here,  has  been  thirty -six,  and  the  number  of  communicants  in 
the  church  has  increased  to  upwards  of  une  hundred.  An  interesting  Sun¬ 
day  School  has  been  established,  and  is  largely  attended — several  meetings 
for  edification  are  also  held  by  the  Pastor  during  the  week,  and  promises 
much  good.  In  addition  to  the  church  in  Ellice  township,  a  small  congrega¬ 
tion  of  twenty-three  members  has  been  organized  in  Mitchell  township,  by 
the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  and  the  election  of  officers.  It  is  hoped  that 
a  house  of  worship  w'ill  ere  long  be  elected  at  this  place.  For  the  present, 
Bro.  T.  preaches  there  every  fourth  Sunday,  and  catechizes  the  children  of 
the  church.  A  Sunday  School  has  also  been  established  at  this  place. 

14.  Hamburg  and  Petersburg  Mission,  Canada  West. — Rev.  C.  F.  Diehl, 
Missionary.  This,  likewise,  is  a  new  mission,  formed  by  the  Committee 
during  the  past  year,  and  embracing  part  of  the  old  Waterloo  mission,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  long  neglected  region  of  Hamburg  and  vicinity.  The  un¬ 
willingness  of  the  people  in  Hamburg  to  release  Bro.  Diehl  from  a  promise 
to  come  to  their  relief,  made  him  regard  it  his  duty  to  accept  a  call  to  the 
churches  in  Petersburg  and  Hamburg,  to  which  the  small  congregations  in 
Manheirn  and  Roseville  have  been  added.  Constitutions  have  been  adopted 
in  Hamburg  and  Petersburg,  and  the  prospects  for  the  establishment  of  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  are  highly  encouraging,  but  there  are  many  adversaries,  and 
the  w'hole  influence  of  the  Satanic  press  is  arrayed  against  the  cause  of 


Clinst  and  its  faithful  advocates.  In  Trinity  church,  Hamburg,  the  number 
of  communicants  is  now  one  hundred  and  thirty — fifty-four  heads  of  families 
having  signed  the  constitution  at  this  place,  fifteen  persons  were  confirmed 
after  a  faithful  course  of  instruction.  In  Petersburg  ninety-eight  persons 
communed  on  Easter  Sunday,  and  on  the  preceding  day  twenty-two  persons 
were  confirmed,  and  one  adult  baptized.  We  sincerely  trust  that  our  dear 
brother  may  be  strengthened  with  power  from  on  high,  for  the  labors  and 
conflicts  which  here  fall  to  his  portion.  There  is  a  wide  and  increasing  field 
of  usefulness  opened  before  him,  and  confidence  is  increasing,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  bitter  attacks  of  an  infidel  press,  and  the  efforts  of  wicked  men  to 
blacken  his  character,  and  hinder  his  usefulness. 

15.  Houston  German  Mission,  Texas. — Rev.  C.  Braun,  Missionary.  The 
past  year  has  been  one  of  constant  trial  and  difficulty.  Scarcely  were  the 
arrangements  made  for  the  erection  of  a  church,  and  the  corner-stone  was 
hardly  laid,  before  the  yellow  fever  broke  out  in  Houston  with  unexampled 
violence,  and  continued  its  work  of  desolation  and  death  until  the  winter. 
The  Missionary,  after  the  fatigues  and  over-exertions  of  several  months,  at 
length  took  the  fever  himself,  and  for  many  weeks  was  unable  to  preach  or  to 
be  about.  So  large  a  number  of  German  immigrants  died  during  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  the  plague,  that  it  became  necessary  to  re-organize  his  church;  and 
in  order  to  carry  out  his  design  in  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship,  to  be¬ 
come  personally  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the  contractor’s  bills.  The 
church  has  recently  been  roofed  and  inclosed;  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Missionary  President,  the  missionary  came  to  the  North  to  collect  funds  for 
this  purpose.  Bro.  Braun  is  now  with  us,  and  we  trust  will  meet  with  a 
generous  reception  from  those  who  can  feel  for  a  peeled  and  scattered  people 
like  the  little  German  flock  in  Houston,  who  have  become  almost  decimated 
by  the  terrible  scourge  and  the  number  of  removals  to  the  interior.  If  this 
church  can  once  be  paid  for,  the  congregation  will  doubtless  rapidly  increase, 
and  in  a  few  years  repay  all  the  labor  and  self-denial  which  the  establish¬ 
ment  has  required. 
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